The Friends of the Wollongong City Library present:

A Literary Lunch with

Susan Duncan

speaking about her recent book,

“A Life on Pittwater”
11.30 for 12, Friday 6™ November
Villa D’Oro, Flinders St. Wollongong
Members: $38 Non-Members: $40

Tickets available from Central Library &
Cashier’s Office from 16" Oct.

After a 25-year career spanning radio, newspaper and magazine journalism, including editing
two of Australia's top selling women's magazines, THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S WEEKLY and
NEW IDEA, Susan Duncan woke up one morning and chucked in her job. The decision
followed the deaths of her husband and brother. After struggling to begin again, she finally
found her own patch of paradise on earth only to discover it might already be too late when
she was diagnosed withcanc er her sel f ..

Susan Duncan came to Pittwater when she impulsively bought a tumbledown, boxy little
shack in Lovett Bay. The move changed her life forever, as she describes in her bestselling
title, Salvation Creek. Now Susan lives in Tarangaua, the gracious house built for Dorothea
Mackellar in 1925 and is a well loved member of the small Pittwater community.

A LIFE ON PITTWATER takes the reader on a memorable trip to this beguiling place and
presents all aspects of its distinctive way of life. There is Susan's lovely home with its
gorgeous verandah; the lush surroundings, the bush and the bays; the wildlife and the ever-
present dogs; the tinnies, the ferries and the peculiarities of living somewhere without cars;
the boatsheds and the working boats; the bushfires; and, above all, the close community life.

Welcome to Pittwater where neighbours stop their tinnies to have a quick chainéld
ever dresses up. The kids take the ferry to school. Goannas wander into kitche
leeches attach themselves to ankles. Everyone has time for a cup of tea and & 9
homemade fruitcake. It's a place like -mbere else in Australia; and it's al

quintessentially Australian.

Susan's text describes the life with warmth and heart, and the stunning photograp
Anthony Ong captures its unique beauty. This gloriouk lvath make you smile as yo
turn the pages and lose yourself to the magic of Pittwater
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Lunch with Marion Halligan

Marion Halligan, author and editor
is also an acute observer of
contemporary attitudes and
language. Her natural manner and
sense of humour soon won her
audience over, as she described
how she approaches her writing
and characters. Her most recent
novel, Valley of Grace (Allen &
Unwin, 2009) is an interwoven
narrative of modern-day Paris, and
explores the nature of love,
happiness, children, fertility, and as
always, delights in the location,
natural world, food and colours of
her locations.




Annual General Meeting

Welcome to our New Committee

President: Helen Woodward
Vice-President: Irene Bonella
Secretary: (Position still to be filled)
Treasurer: Carolyn Githens

Committee Members: Lyn Audus, Carolyn Law, Jan Keith

Jane Turner Goldsmith

Psychologist, writer, mother, and more recently,
Thirroul resident, Jane Turner Goldsmith

first visited New Caledonia in 1986, as a young teacher of French,

and immediately fell in love with the tropical landscape, with its

warm b reezes and lush vegetation (including the red flowers of the
shady flame tree or Poinciana, which she chose for the title of her

first novel) Jane was drawn back to the Islands many times
Aware of the tensions between the Melanesian population, loyal to

the French colonial days and the Kanaks, who support
independence from France, she wanted to set her novel about a
young womands search for identity
beautiful and troubled country struggling with a similar search.

Her heroine, Catherine Piron is searching for traces of the father

she barely remembers. She meets journalist Henri Boulez, her only

lead in a foreign country. Their journey into the remote regions of

New Caledonia uncovers an extraordinary story that, li ke the
island itself, brille & la fois claire et noire au soleil I shimmers light
and dark in the  sun.

Jane Turner Goldsmith spoke with warmth and enthusiasm of one
of her favourite f@pl ad efsthe iexperiende eof h ¢

seeing her first novel brought to publication through the
encouragement  and mentoring she experienced at the South
Australian Writersé Centre.

Friends of the Wollongong Library

% Christmas Get-together
\\ With Brennan Keats
Wednesday 2nd December

5 for 5.30 p.m. Level 9 Council Building

Wine, cheese and Christmas nibbl

Members: 510 Non-members: 515
Tickets available from Cashier and Central Library frofNBrember

Brennan Keats — author, composer, naval historian, and resident of Wollongong,
is a man of many interests. His recent book, Quiet Waters, follows the life of
Russell Keats, a sensitive, 20 year old supply assistant on board the heavy
cruiser, HMAS Canberra, as related from his personal letters to his parents just
before and during his death by the fatal action in the Battle of Savo Sound. It
also includes a CD of songs from

Horace Keats, and performed by Peter Dawson, with Horace Keats at the piano.

Brennan Keats writes: - ‘%Q.v
g

av dzi S haslbéeB Nditen in aattempt to provide a written account of
shipboard life in many of the prominent Naval units in WWII. Graphic wri
accounts are given of day to day life in those ships iang@articular of the
conditions in them whilst undertaking enemy engagement. Overlaying thig
the experiences of a sensitive younmn, with a strong sense of dytwho
served, and indeed was killed in actionthe heavy (Kent Class) crui#twAS
Canberra.

Canberra, too is also rapidly being forgotten, because unlike her sister
Australia, and the light cruisersSydney and Perth, she was required for the
essential ask of escorting troop shipmtil the inglorious Battle of Savo Sound
August 1942. This was the first American Naval defeat ever, and this ma|
should stimulate further enquiries in the minds of historians young and

Besides giving an account of the everyday life of semwing aboard a Nava
vessel in wartime, the book also gives a detailed account of the Japanese

on Sydney Harbour during May and June of 1942. It includes many photos|
the Australian War Memorial and others in private collections

Quiet waters : an account of HMAS Canberra and one of her sailors, and three
US cruisers and their men, who rest in the deep quiet waters of Iron Bottom
Sound, normally retails at $54.95, but will be available at the AGM for $50 — a
wonder ful Christmas present for a
naval history
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