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Neighbourhood 

Forum 5 
 

Wollongong’s 

Heartland 
 

Collaborating with Council 

on community aspirations, 

visions, needs & concerns. 

 
 

 

Coniston, 

Figtree, 

Gwynneville, 

Keiraville, 

Mangerton, 

Mount Keira, 

Mount St Thomas, 

North Wollongong, 

West Wollongong,  

Wollongong City. 

 

 

Minutes of meeting    WEDNESDAY 5th November  2025 at 6.00 

In the Library Theatrette 

1 Welcome 

 

2 Presentation Hon Prof Tim McCarthy was thanked for his splendid talk on  

    “Substantial Buildings : Construction Codes vs reality” 

 

3          Apologies  Harold Hanson, Philip Laird, John Riggall, Patricia Calabro, Ian 

Young, Dorte Eklund 

 

4 Minutes  of meeting of 5th October were adopted with matters arising. 

 

5          Comments included in the minutes 

 

6          Caveats noted 

 

7 Responses 7.1  Carers Parking:  

It was agreed that Council be requested to progress the 

provision of carers parking in appropriate areas, and investigate 

the introduction of small, timed parking areas on key streets in 

high demand areas on an as-needs basis. 

 

   7.2 Plan to offset loss of CBD Parking:  

It was agreed that Council be requested to hold a meeting with 

NF 5, and other interested parties, before the City Centre 

Movement and Place Plan is presented to a Council meeting. 

 

   7.3 Integrated Transport Interchange: noted 

 

   7.4 Council position on e-scooters: noted 

 

   7.5 DA-2025/132 – Play Hard Jet Ski:  

It was agreed that that Council be requested to review the role 

of the Lake Implementation Group in light of this.  
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They should be seen as an advisory body whose expert 

opinions should be sought on all development proposals which 

have the potential to impact the health of the Lake, its 

ecosystems and Lake users regardless of whether or not there is 

a statutory requirement to consult. 

 

   7.6 Wollongong Foreshore Plan of Management: noted 

 

   7.7 WIN Grand Development:  

    It was agreed to: 

1 object to the revised proposal; 

2 request that the exhibition period be extended until after 

a Public Hearing is held. 

 

   7.8 Housing Mix: noted 

 

   7.9 Building Commissioner: noted 

 

7.10 Issues awaiting responses: noted 

 

8 Reports 8.1 Notifications:  

    It was agreed that; 

1  Council be requested to amend Schedule 2 of the 

Community Consultation Plan to require those lodging 

Development Applications to post a notice on site; 

2 pending this change, members wishing to be advised of 

DAs near them to sign up on the Planning Alerts web 

site 

3 .Council be requested to include all DA’s on their web 

site whether or not they are to be determined by Council 

or another authority. 

 

8.2 Smart Green Apartments 

It was agreed that Council be requested to investigate how it 

might support residents living in apartments in a similar way as 

does the City of Sydney. 

 

8.3  University Liaison: noted 

 

   8.4 Rail Issues: noted 

 

8.5 New Planning Legislation:  

    It was agreed that Minister Scully be requested to:  

1 Ensure this Bill is sent to a multi-party Committee to 

allow proper scrutiny of its far-reaching impacts, 

particularly in relation to environmental protection, 

community consultation and expert scientific input. 

2 Delay voting on the Bill until next year so that the 

community has more time to understand it. 
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3 Withdraw or drastically amend the Bill to curtail its 

wide-ranging negative impacts. 

 

 

   8.6 MacCabe Park Skate Park 

    It was agreed that Council be requested: 

1 advance development of a long-overdue Master Plan for 

MacCabe Park in this financial year 2025/26; 

2 defer deciding on a location for the skatepark until after 

the Master Plan for MacCabe Park has been adopted. 

 

9 Planning 9.1 Planning:  noted 

 

   9.2 DA-2025/472 dual occs 79 Bellevue Road Figtree  

    It was agreed the Forum endorse the submission which: 

1 advises Council it withdraws its support for the 

proposal and now objects: 

2 requests Council, as a matter of urgency, to include the 

building in its Heritage List because of its historical 

association and aesthetic/creative/technical 

achievement; 
3 requests Council to review traffic safety issues with this 

development at the corner of Bellevue and Stillness 

Roads. 

It was also agreed to request Council to ensure that appropriate 

steps are taken to remove all the asbestos on the site. 

 

   9.3 DA-2025/724 dual occ 47 Acacia Ave Gwynneville 

    It was agreed that the submission of support be endorsed. 

 

9.4 DA-2025/729 dual occ 90 Robson Road Keiraville 

    It was agreed that the submission of support be endorsed. 

 

   9.5 DA Determinations noted 

 

10 General  10.1 Aukus and Port Kembla 

Business  It was agreed to defer discussion on this issue until it was 

known whether or not Port Kembla was a potential base for 

nuclear submarines. 

 

  10.2 Lagoon Proposed Lease and Licence 

It was agreed that appropriate representations are made to 

Council re concerns with lease documentation for the Lagoon 

Restaurant which seems to disadvantage Council and the 

community, see attachment 1 on page 5. 

 

   10.3 Flinders Street Precinct 

It was agreed that a working party come forward with a report 

.to the February 2026 meeting. 
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   10.4 City Centre Planning Review 

It was agreed that the draft Wollongong City Centre Planning 

Strategy, together with associated Draft Planning Proposal and 

Draft City Centre DCP chapter be reported to the December 

meeting. 

 

10.5 North Wollongong Kiosk (Diggies) Proposed Lease and 

Licence – Concerns 

It was agreed that NF5 make appropriate representations to the 

relevant authorities re North Wollongong Kiosk 

Proposed Lease and Licence process and concerns  

see attachment 2 on page 6. 

 

11 Snippets  noted 

 

 

 

Next Meeting 

 6.00pm Wednesday 3rd December 2025 

Library Theatrette 

 

 

Current active membership of Neighbourhood Forum 5 is 469  households 
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 ATTACHMENT 1 

 

Lagoon Proposed Lease and Licence – Concerns 

 

In mid Sep 2025 a resident contacted NF5 about a small notice at Lagoon site advising 

Council’s proposal to grant a 5 + 5 yr Lease and Outdoor Dining Licence. It invited 

public submissions closing 7 Oct, based on the effect of granting the lease and licence 

will have on the existing or future use of the Crown Land, ie after the current lease 

expires in July 2026). 

 

On 1 Oct NF5 considered a detailed report including whether the future tender 

documents can ensure protecting the public interest and access in the park and avoid 

problems that have occurred over the past 20 years. NF5 minuted that to ensure the 

public interest and access to this irreplaceable Crown Land will be protected and 

maintained, Council be requested to:  

1. develop a community engagement plan for this project that enables the community 

(including agreed representatives of NF5) to be involved in developing relevant 

sections of the tender documentation,; 

2. ensure that a community representative be on the committee evaluating the tender 

submissions. On 7 Oct NF5 submission included the NF5 Minute 1 Oct and further 

information. 

 

On 3 Nov WCC letter authorised by the Manager Commercial Operations and Property 

did not include reference to the requested community involvement. A google search 

then revealed that Tenders close on 4 Nov and it was found that tender documentation 

was available from Council’s website. Unfortunately a brief review of the lease 

document reinforced the need for community involvement in “developing relevant 

sections of the tender documentation.“ A significant omission is re the Northern annexe 

that was controversially allowed over 9 years ago thus expanding the available dining 

area, but included in the then licence are for which Nil rent is paid to Council. The 

proposed new lease now does not exclude this from the new licenced area, so remains 

in the rent - free new licenced area. So it appears the lessee will gain significant income 

but Council will not be able to levy rent for this part of the building.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

North Wollongong Kiosk (Diggies) Proposed Lease and Licence – Concerns 

 

In late Sep 2025 a resident contacted NF5 about a small sign at Diggies site advising 

Council’s proposal to grant a 5 + 5 yr Lease and Outdoor Dining Licence. It invited public 

submissions closing 2 Oct, based on the effect of granting the lease and licence will have on 

the existing or future use of the Crown Land. Promptly on 21 Sep a NF5 rep submitted a 

GIPA request for Council to provide Current Lease and current Licence for Diggies Cafe , 

Kiosk and Outdoor Dining area, and Council responded on 2 Oct with partly dedacted 

information. This showed the 10-year lease expired in April 2013 and during the past 10 

years a monthly tenancy has been allowed. The first 5-year licence attracting rent for use of 

outdoor areas expired in April 2023 and monthly tenancy continues. A response to GIPA 

submitted on 22 Sep requesting information missing from Council website’s Contract 

Register, as required under the GIPA Act, has still not been received, despite requests. 

 

On 26 Sep NF5 secretary requested Council to extend the submission period from 14 to 28 

days, (same as the advertised Lagoon lease period), provide plans (as with Lagoon) 

indicating the areas proposed, and a copy of the draft lease and licence. This would enable an 

informed submission on the effect on Crown Land in the area depending on the extent of the 

licence area, access and waiting areas for the kiosk, café and dining annexe. But a reply has 

still not been received. At NF5 meeting 1 Oct this was reinforced. 

 

On 7 Oct NF5 three page detailed letter requested Council, to enable NF5 to finalise a 

submission, to advise the process for developing thorough documentation for tendering and 

the effective ongoing management of a new lease and licence. Also how the process will 

include a robust community engagement plan to enable community representatives, including 

NF5, to participate in the tender process and ongoing management. There was no response, 

and on 22 Oct NF5 submitted an objection to the proposal. 

 

On 3 Nov WCC letter authorised by the Manager Commercial Operations and Property 

included that because NF5 letter 7 Oct and email 22 Oct were received after the close-off date 

for submissions “we are unable to accept your objection to the proposed lease.” However a 

google search then revealed that Diggies Lease & Licence Tender Number: T1000223closed 

on 21 Oct (ie 19 days from 2 Oct), and three tenders were received, including one from the 

current lessee. 

 

This raises serious concerns including about the process, lack of responses to NF5 requests 

for critical information to enable an informed submission, timing including short 14 day 

period for submissions and relatively brief tender period, and particularly matters raised in 

NF5 letter 7 Oct 2025. 


	It was agreed that the draft Wollongong City Centre Planning Strategy, together with associated Draft Planning Proposal and Draft City Centre DCP chapter be reported to the December meeting.

