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ITEM 4 QUARTERLY VARIATIONS REPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS JUNE 2019 
  

This quarterly report to Council identifies five (5) Development Applications which were determined 
during the period 1 April 2019 to 30 June 2019 where a variation to a development standard was 
granted.  The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has been notified of the variations as part 
of Council’s ongoing reporting requirements. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council note the development standards variation report for the period 1 April 2019 to 30 June 2019. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Mark Riordan, Manager Development Assessment and Certification  
Authorised by: Chris Stewart, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods 

(Acting)  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Variations to Development Applications 1 April to 30 June 2019 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Development Applications involving variations to development standards may be made under clause 4.6 
of Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009 (WLEP 2009).  Requirements are provided within 
clause 4.6 of WLEP 2009 for the assessment of variations to development standards. 

Any variations approved are reported on a quarterly basis to the NSW Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment (DPIE), in accordance with procedural guidelines.  Council and the DPIE may in turn 
consider the extent and nature of variations granted when reviewing relevant planning controls or 
instruments. 

Wollongong City Council provides further transparency and oversight of applications seeking departures 
to development standard via - 

 Wollongong Local Planning Panel (WLPP) review 

 Declaration of any variation during public exhibition 

 Maintaining an ongoing public record of all variations approved 

Following recent amendments to Planning Panel operations by NSW DPIE minor variations to 
development standards (below 10%) receiving less than two objections may be determined by staff 
under delegated authority. 

QUARTERLY RESULT 

1 April to 30 June 2019 

During the 1 April 2019 to 30 June 2019 quarter five (5) Development Applications were approved which 
included a variation to a development standard (see attachment 1). 

 The first application (DA-2018/1517) involved a mixed use development comprising 1 retail 
tenancy, 13 affordable units, 15 self-contained boarding house studios and associated car parking 
and landscaping works. The application involved a variation to the following development 
standards under Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009: (a) clause 4.3 Building Height – 15 
metres maximum (b) Clause 7.13 Ground floor development residential use restriction on land 
within business zones (c) Clause 7.14 Minimum site width requirement – 24 metres for residential 
flat building. The application was considered by the Southern Regional Planning Panel on 31 May 
2019 and the proposed variations were supported. 
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 The second application (DA-2019/88) involved demolition works, alterations and additions to 
existing dwelling and construction of a new secondary dwelling and garage. The application 
involved a 7% variation to Clause 4.4 – Maximum Floor Space Ratio (FSR) requirement of 0.3:1 
with a proposed FSR of 0.325:1. The application was determined under delegated authority by 
Council staff. 

 The third application (DA-2019/213) involved the demolition of existing structures, tree removal and 
the construction of a multi-dwelling housing development comprising of three (3) attached 
townhouses. The application involved an 8.33% variation to Clause 7.14 Minimum Site Width 
requirement of 18 metres for multi-dwellings, proposing a 16.5 metre site width. The application 
was determined under delegated authority by Council staff. 

 The fourth application (DA-2018/1219) involved the demolition of an existing building and the 
construction of a shoptop housing development including a 10 lot strata title subdivision. The 
application involved a 30% variation to Clause 7.14 Minimum Site Width requirement of 24 metres 
for Residential Flat Buildings, proposing a 16.8 metre site width. The application was considered 
by Wollongong Local Planning Panel on 10 April 2019 and the proposed site width variation was 
supported. 

 The fifth application (DA-2017/730) involved the demolition of existing buildings and ancillary 
structures and the construction of a mixed use development above basement parking. The 
application involved a 32% variation to Clause 8.6 Building Separation requirement of 16 metres, 
proposing a 5.06 metre building separation on level 1. The application was considered by the 
Southern Regional Planning Panel on 18 April 2019 and the proposed variation to the building 
separation was supported. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We value and protect our environment”.  
It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Development Assessment Service 
Plan 2018-189. 
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