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ITEM 5 
LAKE ILLAWARRA ESTUARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – COMMUNITY AND 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR APPOINTMENTS 

  

The draft Lake Illawarra Coastal Management Program (CMP) has been submitted to the NSW Minister 
for Local Government for certification. The Lake Illawarra Estuary Management Committee (LIEMC) was 
established to assist in the development of the CMP and is comprised of councillors, community 
members, Aboriginal community representatives and independent scientific advisors from both 
Shellharbour and Wollongong City Councils, as well as representatives from key government agencies. 

The community representatives and scientific advisor appointments to the LIEMC lapse on 31 October 
2020.  

The current representatives have expressed interest to continue in their current roles to progress 
finalisation of the CMP. It is recommended that the current independent scientific advisors and 
community members for Wollongong City Council, continue with their appointment until 31 August 2021, 
to align with local government elections. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Annie Marlow and Wayne Cook continue to serve as community members on behalf of the 
Wollongong LGA, on the LIEMC, until 31 August 2021. 

2 Dr Kerrylee Rogers and Dr Brian Jones continue to serve as independent scientific advisors on the 
LIEMC until 31 August 2021. 

3 Council adopt the amended Terms of Reference for the LIEMC in terms of the membership 
timeframe. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Amended Terms of Reference for the Lake Illawarra Estuary Management Committee 
(LIEMC) 

  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Lake Illawarra EMC is a joint committee of both Wollongong and Shellharbour City Councils. The 
Lake Illawarra EMC was established to provide advice and support to Wollongong City and Shellharbour 
City Councils on the preparation of the Lake Illawarra CMP. The EMC operates under a Terms of 
Reference and comprises people interested in the sustainable management of the health of Lake 
Illawarra. Membership of the EMC is as follows - 

 Three councillors from each of the two Councils 

 Two community members from each LGA 

 Two Aboriginal community representatives. One nominated by the Shellharbour City Council 
Aboriginal Advisory Committee and one nominated by the Wollongong City Council Aboriginal 
Reference Group 

 Two independent scientific advisors 

 Representatives from each of the following State Government agencies – Office of Environment and 
Heritage, Department of Industry (Crown Lands), Department of Primary Industries (Fisheries), and 
Department of Planning 
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 One representative from the Roads and Maritime Services 

 One representative of the South East Local Land Services 

 One representative from Sydney Water 

 One representative from the Illawarra Local Aboriginal Lands Council. 

At its meeting on 29 October 2018, Wollongong City Council resolved to appoint Annie Marlow and 
Wayne Cook as community representatives as well as Dr Kerrylee Rogers and Dr Brian Jones as the 
independent scientific advisors, to the Lake Illawarra EMC until 31 October 2019, following a public 
selection process.  

At its meeting on 30 October 2018, Shellharbour City Council similarly resolved to appoint community 
representatives for the Shellharbour LGA and support the appointment of the aforementioned 
independent scientific advisors.  

On 9 December 2019 and 4 February 2020 both Wollongong and Shellharbour councils endorsed the 
extension of terms of appointment for the respective community representatives and independent 
scientific advisors, to the Lake Illawarra EMC, until 31 October 2020.  

Following Council endorsement of requested amendments from the NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment, it is understood that certification of the Lake Illawarra CMP is imminent, 
however a precise date is not known. Given the Local Government elections are less than 12 months 
away, it is proposed to extend the tenure of the current LIEMC members to align with a review of the 
structure and membership of all Council committees.  

PROPOSAL 

It is considered appropriate to continue the function of the Lake Illawarra EMC, whilst the draft Lake 
Illawarra CMP awaits certification. The current members of the Committee have contributed considerable 
personal knowledge and skills to the development of the CMP and if approved to remain in their 
positions until the CMP is certified it would allow them see the project through to finalisation and 
celebrate the milestone.  

The current representatives have confirmed their interest in continuing their roles on the Lake Illawarra 
EMC, via communications with the Committee Secretariat. At the Lake Illawarra EMC meeting on 19 
August 2020 the EMC recommended to Wollongong City Council and Shellharbour City Council that the 
existing community representatives and scientific advisors on the LIEMC until 31 August 2021.  

It is therefore recommended that the resolution of Lake Illawarra EMC be supported and the Terms of 
Reference for the Committee be adopted accordingly, to reflect the new term for the current 
appointments. Draft revised terms of reference for the Lake Illawarra EMC are attached to this report. 

A similar report has been presented to Shellharbour City Council on 29 September 2020.  

Upon review of the LIEMC, the stakeholder engagement and consultation arrangements associated with 
Lake Illawarra CMP implementation will be determined in accordance with proposed action PM2 – 
Provide ongoing coordinated management of the Lake.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The subject members of the Lake Illawarra EMC have confirmed their interest in continuing their roles on 
the Lake Illawarra EMC, via communications with the Committee Secretariat. At the Lake Illawarra EMC 
meeting on 19 August 2020 the EMC recommended to Wollongong City Council and Shellharbour City 
Council that the existing community representatives and scientific advisors on the LIEMC until  
31 August 2021.  Wollongong Councillors Ann Martin, Dom Figliomeni and Cath Blakey attended this 
meeting. 
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “Our natural Environment and 
Waterways are protected and enhanced”. It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.1.2 Manage and effectively improve the 
cleanliness, health and biodiversity of 
creeks, lakes, waterways and oceans 

1.1.2.1 Protect and conserve the 
health and biodiversity of 
our waterways and coast 

Coordinate the LIEMC 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

If the proposal is not supported, then the gazettal of the Lake Illawarra Coastal Management Program 
may be delayed as new committee members are appointed and skills and knowledge acquired. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

In accordance with Item 12 of the Terms of Reference of the LIEMC, there is no remuneration for 
members. There are no additional financial implications for Council. 

CONCLUSION 

The Lake Illawarra EMC has continued to provide advice and support to Wollongong City and 
Shellharbour City Councils on the preparation of the Lake Illawarra CMP. Under the Terms of Reference 
the current term for community representatives and independent scientific advisors is due to expire on 
31 October 2020. 

The draft Lake Illawarra CMP has been submitted to the NSW Minister for Local Government for 
certification. Whilst certification of the draft Lake Illawarra CMP is awaited it is recommended that Annie 
Marlow and Wayne Cook continue to serve as community members on behalf of the Wollongong LGA 
and that Dr Kerrylee Rogers and Dr Brian Jones continue to serve as independent scientific advisors on 
the LIEMC, until 31 August 2021. 

It is further recommended that the Terms of Reference for the Lake Illawarra EMC be updated to reflect 
the extension of terms for these representatives, as attached to this report. 
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