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ITEM 2 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE ON PUBLIC LAND 
  
The uptake of Electric Vehicles (EV) in Australia is relatively low compared to other developed countries. 
In 2019 however, EV sales in Australia increased threefold with 6,700 vehicles being sold compared to 
2,200 vehicles in 2018. Consumer research has identified high purchase cost (with no current 
Government subsidies or benefit) and range anxiety as two of the biggest factors contributing to the low 
uptake rate.   

To address the issue of range anxiety and support the uptake of EVs, a draft Electric Vehicle Charging 
Stations on Public Land Policy (draft Policy) has been developed.  The draft Policy details clear 
processes to guide prospective providers and Council for the establishment, operation and management 
of EV charging infrastructure on public land in the Wollongong Local Government Area. This report 
recommends that the draft Policy be placed on public exhibition. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 That the draft Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy be placed on public 

exhibition for a minimum 28 day period. 

2 Following public exhibition, a further report be provided to Council on the submissions received and 
make recommendations relating to adoption of the Policy. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  DRAFT Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Council Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The current uptake of EVs is expected to increase to 70,000 vehicles by 2023 with distance range 
improvements and competitive pricing of vehicles. Whilst Council cannot control the pricing of EVs, it can 
promote the installation of EV charging infrastructure in the LGA to address range anxiety issues. 

At its meeting of 22 July 2019, Council resolved (in part) to: 

1. Endorse the development of an Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations on Public Land Policy. 

There are five existing EV charging infrastructure locations in the Wollongong LGA: 

1. University of Wollongong (1 station Northfields Avenue, Keiraville) 

2. UOW Innovation Campus (1 station Squires Way, Fairy Meadow) 

3. Figtree Grove (2 stations near the up ramp for first floor parking) 

4. Wollongong Central - Market Street Parking Station (3 stations – 2 Tesla); and  

5. Warrawong Plaza (2 stations).  
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Figure 1 – Map of existing EV charging infrastructure 

The current locations of charging infrastructure require EV owners to go to the UOW campuses or a 
shopping centre to charge their vehicle. None of these existing stations are located on accessible, public 
land.  Nor are they complementary to destination charging, which provides opportunities for both 
residents and visitors to the City to charge their vehicles in key locations and explore, dine and 
contribute to the local economy. 

Transportation emissions account for 19% of community emissions for the City. The take up of self-
charging hybrids and EVs has the potential to reduce our transport emissions. Research has identified 
that EVs produce less emissions than standard internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles in their 
operation due to their efficiency in converting fuel energy into power.  

The provision of EV charging infrastructure will support the move away from ICE vehicles. Longer term, 
the use of renewable energy to supply the charging stations may reduce our emissions footprint even 
further.  

PROPOSAL 

In determining appropriate locations for EV charging infrastructure on public land and negotiating with 
providers, Council must consider a range of issues and requirements, including: 

 sufficient power supply  
 sufficient car parking space 
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 proximity to amenities 
 proximity to tourist destinations 
 accessibility for persons of varied mobility 
 accessible throughout the day and night 
 lease and licencing arrangements. 
 traffic management 
 conflict with other land uses 
 procurement processes 
 community safety 
 environmental impact of construction 
 lost opportunity costs 

The draft Policy has been developed (see Attachment 1) to address these issues and has involved 
extensive desktop review of existing policies and consultation with key staff from other Councils and 
across various Council divisions.  

The Policy aims to ensure that EV charging infrastructure providers are aware of Council’s requirements 
and expectations. It prescribes the site selection criteria and design requirements for this infrastructure 
and the roles and responsibilities of Council and providers of the EV charging infrastructure.  

It is proposed that the draft Policy be placed on public exhibition for a minimum 28-day period and 
subsequently reported back to Council with the outcomes of this process and recommendation relating 
to adoption. 

Central Coast Joint Organisation has also prepared an online Electric Vehicle Charging Toolkit which 
contains guidance documents, process flow charts and a site selection matrix to assist the community 
and local businesses to understand and navigate the process of installing EV charging infrastructure. 
The toolkit includes information on the necessary steps and includes considerations such as site 
selection, charging infrastructure, required approvals, the installation process and signage. It is proposed 
that a similar toolkit be developed for Wollongong. 

Should the draft Policy be adopted, it is further proposed to explore opportunities with potential providers 
to install additional charging infrastructure across the City. If supported it is proposed that Council 
conduct a public procurement process for a third-party operator(s) to supply, install and manage 
charging infrastructure on public land in the Wollongong LGA, in accordance with the adopted Policy.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Council staff have consulted with the following organisations to inform the development of the draft 
Policy: 

 other Australian Councils with EV charging stations policies or programs: 
 Northern Rivers Shire Council 
 Greater Dandenong City Council 
 Hornsby Shire Council  
 Maribyrnong City Council  
 Adelaide Electric Vehicles  
 Moreland City Council 
 Electric Vehicle Council of Australia 
 Lake Macquarie City 
 Australian Government Infrastructure Australia 
 UNSW Sydney 
 Randwick City Council  
 Woollahra Municipal Council 
 Hobsons Bay Council 
 key Council staff from Environmental Planning, Property and Recreation, Supply Chain and 

Logistics, Traffic and Transport Unit and Project Delivery  
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2028 Goal 1 – ‘We value and protect our natural 
environment’ and Goal 2 – ‘We have an innovative and sustainable economy’. Under these goals the 
draft plan delivers on the following objectives: 

Objective 1.1 - Our natural environment, waterways and terrestrial areas are protected, managed and 
improved 

Objective 1.2 - We practice sustainable living and reduce our ecological footprint 

Objective 1.5 - Set targets and reduce our greenhouse gas emissions through our participation in the 
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy 

Objective 2.2 - The regions industry base is diversified 

It specifically delivers on the following Strategies and Actions as shown in Table 3. 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.2.1 Reduce our ecological 
footprint, working 
together to minimise 
the impacts of climate 
change and reduce 
waste going to landfill 

1.2.1.3 Methods to reduce emissions are 
investigated and utilised 

1.2.1.3.3 Monitor and report on organisational 
water, energy and greenhouse gas 
emissions trends 

1.2.1.3.4 Implement and review annual water 
and energy saving actions 

1.2.2 Government and 
community work 
together to mitigate the 
impacts of climate 
change on our 
environment and future 
generations 

1.2.2.1 Our community is proactively 
engaged in a range of initiatives 
that improve the sustainability of 
our environments 

1.2.2.1.3 Develop a project and work with 
partners to further explore the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals and how they align to the 
community’s goals with funding to be 
considered through the business 
proposal process 

1.2.2.1.4 Implement resourced priority actions 
from the Environmental Sustainability 
Strategy 2014-22 

1.5.1 Participate in the 
Global Covenant of 
Mayors and set 
emissions reduction 
targets for the City 

1.5.1.1 Set an emissions reduction target 
and carry out actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
the Global Covenant of Mayors 

1.5.1.1.2 Set an emissions reduction target that 
is in alignment with the Global 
Covenant of Mayors compliance 
requirements 

1.5.1.1.3 Develop a Climate Change Adaptation 
Action Plan and an Emissions 
Reduction Action Plan 

2.2.1 Further diversify the 
region’s economy 
through a focus on new 
and disruptive 
industries and green 
technology 

2.2.1.1 The development of renewable 
energy products and services is 
supported 

2.2.1.1.1 Seek out opportunities to incorporate 
green technologies in Council’s 
projects and contracts 

1.2.1 Reduce our ecological 
footprint, working 
together to minimise 
the impacts of climate 
change and reduce 
waste going to landfill 

1.2.1.3 Methods to reduce emissions are 
investigated and utilised 

1.2.1.3.3 Monitor and report on organisational 
water, energy and greenhouse gas 
emissions trends 

1.2.1.3.4 Implement and review annual water 
and energy saving actions 

1.2.2 Government and 
community work 
together to mitigate the 
impacts of climate 
change on our 
environment and future 
generations 

1.2.2.1 Our community is proactively 
engaged in a range of initiatives 
that improve the sustainability of 
our environments 

1.2.2.1.3 Develop a project and work with 
partners to further explore the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals and how they align to the 
community’s goals with funding to be 
considered through the business 
proposal process 
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1.2.2.1.4 Implement resourced priority actions 
from the Environmental Sustainability 
Strategy 2014-22 

1.5.1 Participate in the 
Global Covenant of 
Mayors and set 
emissions reduction 
targets for the City 

1.5.1.1 Set an emissions reduction target 
and carry out actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
the Global Covenant of Mayors 

1.5.1.1.2 Set an emissions reduction target that 
is in alignment with the Global 
Covenant of Mayors compliance 
requirements 

1.5.1.1.3 Develop a Climate Change Adaptation 
Action Plan and an Emissions 
Reduction Action Plan 

Installing EV charging stations, is consistent with the following goal of the draft Sustainable Wollongong 
Strategy: 

 We will achieve net zero emissions by 2030 for Council operations, and together we will achieve net 
zero emissions by 2050 for the City. 

It will also deliver on the following draft Climate Change Mitigation Plan actions: 

 T3 Develop and adopt an Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Council Policy, 
addressing public access and range anxiety. 

 T4 Pursue the installation of public EV charging stations at a number of accessible locations across 
the City. This will consider partnerships with the State Government, charging companies, car 
companies or other sponsors to establish electric vehicle charging stations. 

Council joined the Cities Power Partnership (CPP) in January 2020 and has committed to five pledges. 
Installing EV charging infrastructure on public land will contribute to achieving the following pledge: 

 Encourage sustainable transport use such as public transport, walking and cycling through Council 
transport planning and design. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

The establishment of EV charging infrastructure on public land in the Wollongong LGA will support the 
uptake of alternative forms of transport which have a lower emissions intensity than most ICE vehicles. 
This will in turn support Council’s Climate Emergency Declaration, Global Covenant of Mayors and Cities 
Power Partnership commitments and achievement of the emissions reduction targets. 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Should Council not pursue the development of a Policy, Council will not be acting in accordance with 
recently adopted emission reduction targets, pledges and draft climate change mitigation actions. 

There are lost opportunity costs associated with the provision of EV charging infrastructure as the land 
will no longer be available for general parking purposes.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

If charging infrastructure is installed as part of a public procurement process, it is anticipated that these 
costs will be largely borne by the contractor, in accordance with the draft Policy. 

CONCLUSION 

There are currently five EV charging infrastructure locations that are publicly accessible in the 
Wollongong LGA, these are all located on private land within shopping centres or University of 
Wollongong. Installing charging infrastructure on public land will assist to alleviate ‘range anxiety’ and 
provide increased public access to charging infrastructure, encouraging uptake of the EV technology. 

The draft Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Council Policy has been prepared to 
facilitate installation of additional EV charging infrastructure particularly at destination charging locations. 
It is recommended that the draft Policy be placed on public exhibition.  
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Should the draft Policy be adopted by Council, it is proposed that a public procurement process be 
undertaken to explore opportunities with potential providers for the installation of EV charging 
infrastructure across the City.  
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