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ITEM 5 POST EXHIBITION - SPORTSGROUNDS AND SPORTING FACILITIES STRATEGY 2023-
2027 

  
Council at its meeting of 12 September 2022 endorsed the draft Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities 
Strategy for public exhibition from 14 September to 26 October 2022. The community was invited to 
provide general feedback on the draft Strategy, and comment on the strategic directions and actions.  
All feedback received from the exhibition period has been considered and minor amendments to the 
Strategy and implementation plan have been recommended. This report seeks Council’s adoption of the 
Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027. 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 Council endorse the Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027. 
2 Note the Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 Implementation Plan. 
3 Note the Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 Engagement Report. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 
2  Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 - Implementation Plan 
3  Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 - Engagement Report 
  
BACKGROUND 
The draft Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 (the Strategy) has been developed 
to provide strategic guidance for the management and planning of community sports and recreation in 
Wollongong over the next five years. The availability and effective management of Council’s sport and 
recreation assets will be critical to ensure we can successfully cater for the existing and future sporting 
demands of our community. 
The Strategy was developed in consultation with key stakeholders including local sports clubs, local and 
state sporting associations, and community members. The updated Strategy seeks to strike a balance 
between the diverse needs and the different expectations of our sporting community, with a strong 
emphasis on supporting grass roots sports, emerging recreation pursuits and women in sport.  
Sport and recreation activities play a critical role in maintaining the physical, mental, and social wellbeing 
of communities. The provision of quality, accessible and functional sport and recreation infrastructure is 
therefore extremely important, requiring careful planning and significant financial commitment. 
The Strategy sets out how we will continue to support our diverse community sports and active 
recreation pursuits across Wollongong. This important document builds on the work we have delivered 
from our previous Strategy and takes a critical look at the sporting opportunities we are committed to 
delivering for our community in the future. 
Wollongong City Council previously adopted the Planning-People-Places Strategy to guide the provision, 
development and management of open space, recreation, and community facilities in the Wollongong 
Local Government Area (LGA) until 2027. The framework that Planning-People-Places adopted was 
‘One City, Three Districts, Ten Planning Areas’. As per this supporting document, the implementation of 
Council’s Strategy has been guided by Council’s integrated planning approach, which looks at sporting 
needs and demands in accordance with the three districts. 
A number of key strategic documents have also helped shape this Strategy, including publications from 
local, regional, state and federal government agencies. All actions are underpinned by appropriate 
planning processes and broad community consultation. A strategic review of the existing plan, identified 
research and community engagement processes, have been used to set the actions for the Strategy. 
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PROPOSAL 
This report seeks Council endorsement of the Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2023-2027 
and for Council to note the Engagement Report and Implementation Plan.   

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Prior to public exhibition of the draft document, Council worked directly with local sporting 
representatives and groups to develop the draft vision, guiding principles and key focus areas that would 
guide and inform this Strategy. These were shared with the community to demonstrate what Council is 
committed to achieving and ensure Council’s strategic direction for sport reflected community needs. 
Preliminary engagement ran from 18 October to 15 November 2021 and as part of this engagement, 
information was also provided to the community regarding the scope and purpose of the Strategy.  
Council asked the community to comment on the draft Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 
2023-2027 (draft Strategy). The engagement was open from 14 September to 26 October 2022, with key 
stakeholders and the general community notified across a number of different channels. The purpose of 
the engagement was to inform the community of the draft Strategy and seek feedback from the general 
community, local sporting clubs/associations and state sporting organisations.   
Fifteen (15) submissions were received from the community, including ten (10) through the online 
feedback form and five emails. The project page had 446 unique views. 

Stakeholders 

Key stakeholders identified prior to the start of the engagement period included: 

• Sports and Facilities Reference Group 
• Local sporting clubs and associations 
• Sporting governing bodies 
• Participants of emerging and unstructured sports 
• Users of outdoor and active recreation activities and spaces 
• Young people 
• Neighbourhood forums 
• Respondents to the previous engagement regarding the Vision and Guiding Principles for the 

Strategy. 

Methods of Engagement 
A variety of communication and engagement methods were used to inform and seek feedback from the 
sporting and general community. 
These methods included: 

• Emails and an e-newsletter 
• Engagement webpage with FAQs and online survey 
• Corflute signs with QR code link to engagement page (installed at 15 sport and recreation sites 

across the LGA) 
• Hardcopy information available at all city libraries 
• Illawarra Mercury Community Update 
• Media release 
• Social media promotions via Council social media channels 
• Drop-in sessions with young people 
• An online meeting with Illawarra Stingrays Football Club 
• A presentation for the Sports and Facilities Reference Group. 

https://wollongong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/news-and-alerts/news/news/september-2022/its-game-on-for-feedback-on-councils-draft-sportsgrounds-and-facilities-strategy
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Summary of Feedback 
As the engagement period ran whilst a significant international sporting event (UCI Road World 
Championships) was being held in the city, the engagement period was extended to 7 weeks and 
reminder notifications and emails were sent to key stakeholders during this time. 
Online engagement statistics indicate that several hundred people were aware of the engagement, 
looked at the online page and reviewed the document. 

Community 
The community were invited to provide general feedback on the draft Strategy, and comment on the key 
areas and actions outlined. Nine submissions were received from individuals with all who responded 
participating in some form of organised and/or unstructured sports and recreation. 
Some comments indicated that the draft Strategy was considered and comprehensive, thorough, and 
outlined what is important for the next few years. There was mention that it was well thought out and 
considered all areas of the LGA.  Some respondents specifically indicated the issues or items that they 
were pleased to see considered in the draft Strategy. These include: 

• The focus on cycling, mountain biking 

• Focus on female participation and pathways (i.e. opportunities to progress in chosen sport) 

• Increase in skateboarding infrastructure 

• Commitment to support a home ground location for national baseball league 

• Increased opportunities for major sporting events.  
There was a concern the draft Strategy did not provide enough detail or specifics relating to actions, and 
the community should have an opportunity to comment on this. 
There were some general suggestions received about facilities and sporting infrastructure: 

• Support more people to access exercise and recreation activities by: 

o Providing more outdoor exercise equipment stations across all suburbs, especially good for older 
people and younger people. 

o Developing partnerships with private operators to deliver gentle outdoor exercise programs for 
older people or those with injuries. 

o Providing more free recreation spaces and facilitated activities.  

• Invest more in basketball, increase access to infrastructure as there is very low availability of hoops. 

• Invest in skating rink facilities. 

Other specific suggestions received can be found in the attached Engagement Report. 

Sporting Groups/Clubs 
There was considered effort made to ensure sporting groups, clubs and associations had opportunities 
to provide feedback throughout the engagement. Information was provided to the Sports and Facilities 
Reference Group, which provided general support for the draft Strategy at their November 2022 meeting. 
In addition, submissions were received from sporting clubs or organisations representing netball, football 
(soccer) and AFL.  
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2032 Goal 5. It specifically delivers on the 
following:  

Community Strategic Plan 2032 Delivery Program 2022-2026 

Strategy Service 

5.7 Provide an appropriate range of 
active and passive open spaces and 
facilities to cater for traditional and 
emerging recreational pursuits. 

Parks and Sportsgrounds 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

The Strategy seeks to ensure that current and future sport and recreation facilities support long-term 
sustainability, with consideration to the following:   

• Whole of life costings and financial feasibility 

• Availability and demand of Council resources 

• Existing and future needs/demands of the community 

• Changing trends in sport and active recreation 

• Optimisation of existing community infrastructure 

• Environmental Sustainability and climate adaptation initiatives, including key actions of Council’s 
Urban Greening Strategy 2017-2037, Sustainable Wollongong 2030 and Climate Change Mitigation 
Plan 2020. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Several key supported actions will be in Council’s Delivery Program and Operational Plan for resourcing 
and implementation. These will be outlined in the 2022-2026 Implementation Plan, which will be received 
by Council following public exhibition and formulation of the updated Strategy. 
Funding for the implementation of actions within this Strategy will be subject to approval through our 
annual budgetary and planning processes. Additional feasibility assessments, external funding 
applications or partnerships may be necessary for large scale projects.  

CONCLUSION 
A comprehensive review of key strategic documents, sports participation data, emerging trends and 
community consultation has been conducted over the past 18 months to help inform and develop the 
Strategy. The Strategy will provide Council with an ongoing strategic approach and will be a key 
supporting document to guide the planning, management and maintenance of sportsgrounds and 
facilities across the city. 
The final adoption of the Strategy will provide Council with a clear direction for the planning, 
management and maintenance of community sports infrastructure. This will ensure Wollongong has a 
diverse range of sustainable, functional facilities, which support active, safe and inclusive participation 
across the city and cater for emerging youth focused independent sports, inform Council’s Annual Plan 
and budget allocations, and support the effective delivery of sports across our city. 
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