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Neighbourhood 

Forum 5 

Wollongong’s 

Heartland 

Collaborating with Council 

on community aspirations, 

visions, needs & concerns. 

Coniston, 

Figtree, 

Gwynneville, 

Keiraville, 

Mangerton, 

Mount Keira, 

Mount St Thomas, 

North Wollongong, 

West Wollongong,  

Wollongong City. 

AGENDA of meeting    WEDNESDAY 3rd  September  2025 at 6.00 

In the Library Theatrette 

1 Welcome 

2 Presentation Franca Facci on a Museum of People and Industry 

3          Apologies Harold Hanson,  

4 Minutes of meeting of 6th August and matters arising: see pp.13-17 

5          Comments If you wish to comment on, or object to, any of the recommendations 

in this agenda please respond before the meeting date. 

6          Caveats see p.2 

7 Responses 7.1 Code of Council Meeting practice: see p.2 

7.2 Outstanding responses: see p.3 

8 Reports 8.1 World Triathlon Championship Finals: see p.3 

8.2 Gwynneville Irvine St Precinct: see p.4, rec. p.5 

8.3 Mt Ousley Interchange Update: see p.5 

8.4 Cinema: see rec p.6 

8.5 Metropolitan Mine: see p.6 

8.6 Stuart Park: see p.7 

8.7 Building Commission NSW: see p.7 

9 Planning 9.1 Planning:  see p.8 

9.2-3 Development Applications: see recs pp.8 & 9 

9.4 DA determinations: see p.10 

10 General Business  see p.11 

11 Snippets see p.12 

Current active membership of Neighbourhood Forum 5 : 464  households 
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6 Caveats Please note that whilst these reports and reviews, together  

with the recommendations and actions based on them, have been 

prepared with all due care and objectivity, no legal responsibility 

is accepted for errors, omissions or inadvertent 

misrepresentations, nor for any outcomes which might result from 

them. 

 

 

7 Responses. 7.1    Code of Council Meeting practice 

“Thank you for your letter dated 10 August 2025 on behalf of 

the Neighbourhood Forum 5 in relation to the Council Code of 

Meeting Practice.  In that letter you advised that at its meeting 

on 6th August the Forum resolved that Council be advised that 

the Forum continues to object to the public being excluded 

from Briefing Sessions because they are not consistent with 

Council’s avowed goal of an inclusive community, nor the 

fundamentals of transparency and accountability. 

  

Council does take pride in the transparency that it provides in 

its decision making.  This is evidenced by the very infrequent 

use of confidential reports to Council meetings.  This 

transparency helps mitigate corruption risks and supports good 

decision making.  I would note that Council does not make 

decisions in briefings, as required by the Code of Meeting 

Practice.  The General Manager and senior staff of Council 

may hold a variety of workshops, facilitated discussions and 

briefings with Councillors about a range of matters, which may 

or may not be before the council for imminent 

consideration.  Councillor workshops are often held with 

Councillors to plan initial drafts of a range of documents in the 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, or to discuss 

other concepts that are still in the development phase.  If these 

discussions were made available to the public, it could lead to 

misinterpretation of concepts and ideas that have not been fully 

explored by the Council and may lead to community distrust 

and dissatisfaction with Council. 

  

It is Council’s position that Council business papers contain 

sufficient detail and information to inform recommendations 

made, including an overview of any information provided to 

councillors regarding the matter under consideration.  This 

information is made available to the public one week prior to 

the Council meeting and the public can apply to speak at the 

Public Forum of each Council meeting if they wish to express 

any views on the subject matter of the reports, including the 

level of detail made available in the published reports. 
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It is noted that the Office of Local Government has indicated 

that the regulations surrounding briefings to Councillors will be 

changed in an upcoming update to the Mode Code of Meeting 

Practice, however at this time the exact wording of those 

changes is not known.  Council will ensure compliance with 

any requirements relating to briefings to Councillors if changes 

are made to the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021.” 

Manager Customer + Business Integrity 

   Comment 

Unfortunately, the Manager’s response seems to overlook 

concerns by the Minister for Local Government (who has 

decades of experience as a Councillor and Mayor) as noted in 

his foreword to the NSW Office of Local Government draft 

amendments to the Model Code of Meeting Practice and 

reported to NF5 meeting 5 Feb 2025,. Thie Minister stated 

“The most important of the reforms is to end private councillor 

briefing sessions. While well-intentioned as a means of 

educating councillors on matters before council, these sessions 

have had a corrosive effect on the transparency of council 

decision making. Communities are entitled to know the 

deliberations of their councillors and the nature of the advice 

given to assist them in making responsible decisions. These 

changes will ensure that all material given to a councillor to 

make a decision in a council meeting is provided in a public 

fashion.” 

 

 

7.2 Issues awaiting responses 

 

Partial responses/acknowledgements/actions have been made to 

some of these items * but substantial responses are still to 

come.  

 

1         City Centre Movement and Place Plan 7/08/2024 

2 Housing Mix –     9/10/2024 

3 Parking for Carers & Service People –  9/10/2024 

    4 Corrimal Street Footpath    24/10/2024 

    5 Community use of Local Parks –   24/10/2024 

    6 Allotments and Community Gardens - 25/10/2024 

8  Pedestrian crossing Cliff Road and GHD  06/11/2024 

9  Construction activities on Footpaths             24 /11/2024 

10  Loss of CBD parking     7/2/2025 

11  Pedestrian Safety in Keiraville   7/2/2025 

12  Electric Scooters     7/2/2025 

13  Acceptable Major Event locations  7/2/2025 

14  Continental Pool opening hours   15/3/2025 

15 Wiseman Park Playground   2/4/2025 

16 Recycling of packaging   2/4/2025 

    18 Wollongong Bus Layover   7/5/2025 
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    19 *Wollongong Harbour Breakwater  7/5/2025 

    20 Delivery and Operational Plan meeting 7/5/2025 

21 UoW access road congestion   7/5/2025 

22 *Irvine St Gwynneville proposal  7/5/2025 

23 Breakwater Public Access   7/5/2025 

24 Parking Restrictions adjacent to Stuart Park 9/6/2025 

 

8   Reports 8.1 World Triathlon Championship Finals  

The World Triathlon Championship Finals Event from 15 to 19 

October is welcomed. The swim, bike and run courses will be 

based from Lang Park and northwards to Bellambi. It is 

appreciated that the event’s Community Engagement Officer 

contacted NF5 in late July advising their role is to liaise with 

business, residents and community and to provide more 

information on the event. NF5 responded requesting 

information for the August meeting and a presentation on 3 

Sep, but this was not feasible.  

 

In response to a request to advise details of the course we were 

referred to the website https://wollongongtriathlon.com which 

includes a small map that seemed to indicate the bike course 

would start in Lang Park and proceed northbound on Cliff, 

Harbour, Smith, Wilson, Campbell, Corrimal streets, Georges 

Place onto Cliff Road then northwards to Pioneer Drive. 

 

The organisers have been requested to provide a summary of 

details of routes for events, in particular for bikes, including 

days & times, impacts on access, traffic & parking to 

residences, businesses & public places, for residents, visitors & 

services, for vehicles, walkers & cyclists.   It has been advised 

that after changes by the international body, approval for all 

course routes is expected to be received by 1 September, then 

all information on the website will be updated and be the main 

source of accurate information. 

 

   8.2 Gwynneville Irvine St Precinct  

In July 2024 Homes NSW submitted a Planning Proposal 

request for the precinct west of Irvine St Gwynneville to amend 

planning controls and enable Homes NSW to create 1,250 

dwellings with 50% social and affordable homes and 50% 

market housing subject to funding, over the current 134 lots 

owned privately and by Homes NSW. 

 

In November 2024 Council considered a supplementary 

package by Homes NSW including an updated concept plan, 

and resolved to adopt a very detailed process including;  

1 preparing a Planning Proposal to rezone the precinct 

from R2 low density to R4 High Density Residential 

development up to six storeys high,  

2 seeking  NSW Planning’s Gateway determination,  

https://wollongongtriathlon.com/
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3 considering Homes NSW Traffic and Flooding Plans;  

4 a comprehensive Community Engagement Strategy 

(which was recommended by the WLPP in October and 

endorsed by Council in November 2024) to be exhibited 

with the Planning Proposal, but the latter has not 

occurred. 

 

The Planning Proposal was exhibited until early May 2025 and 

NF5 submission expressed concerns including the excessive 

scale of the proposed development; whether infrastructure 

and services will be adequate; potential traffic congestion and 

safety issues; parking shortfalls; limited public transport 

options; lack of effective active transport infrastructure, 

inadequate provisions for flood management and emergencies, 

the shortage of Public open spaces; and about ignoring the 

social pitfalls of potentially forcing residents into high rise 

dwellings. Council was requested to reject the R4 High density 

rezoning and consider R3 Medium density. 

 

Council also resolved in November 2024 that following the 

exhibition period, a report on submissions be prepared for 

Council’s consideration. It is expected there may be many 

conflicting views on major concerns, which will affect when a 

report will be available. 

 

Also NF5 submission in May 2025 requested Council to 

establish a Steering Committee to guide master planning, 

including representatives from Homes NSW, WCC, UoW, 

TfNSW, Healthy Cities. In August a link to Homes NSW 

website: https://www.nsw.gov.au/about-nsw/housing-and-

infrastructure-projects/social-building-projects/gwynneville-

renewal-project includes that Wollongong City Council is 

leading consultation with the community and key stakeholders 

on the Gwynneville planning proposal. 

 

The adoption of a similar approach as for the Mt Ousley 

Interchange project in which a working group of community 

organisations was created to work with state and local 

authorities and elected representatives. In the case of Mt 

Ousley, this group provided timely, informed local feedback 

and advice to help find workable solutions to everyone’s 

benefit. A similar approach could only benefit the planning and 

delivery of the complex and significant housing project 

proposed for Gwynneville. 

 

Recommendation 

Council be requested to adopt a consultation process similar to 

that used for the Mount Ouseley Interchange Project. 
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   8.3 Mt Ousley Interchange Update 

1 Potential safety concerns:  

TfNSW response to NF5 letter 21 July following the 

June meeting is awaited . It includes a request to seek a 

meeting with TfNSW reps to clarify future funding and 

timing of issues including:  

a)  proposed reinstated shared path bridge over MO Rd; 

(Resolved. TfNSW advised 31 July that The shared path 

and bridge will be delivered as part of the Mount 

Ousley interchange project 

b)  northbound vehicles from UoW north exit proceeding 

uphill on M1 to merge and cross 2 truck lanes to get 

into the third lane (for faster vehicles); 

c)  more southbound vehicles from University Ave 

proceeding south onto M1 to merge with southbound 

traffic in the 80km/h zone; 

d)  impacts of changes in traffic to and from UoW on 

surrounding local road network  (including at MO 

Rd/Princes Hwy intersection roundabout); 

e)  outhbound vehicles merging with Memorial Drive 

southbound traffic; 

                                     f)  the Infrastructure Australia listed future “Safety and 

Resilience Improvement” project between Picton Rd 

and the MOI project.  

 

2 Work update:  

TfNSW advised 25 Aug the work on site will continue 

into September. Standard work hours for the project are 

Monday to Friday between 7am and 6pm, and Saturday 

between 8am and 1pm. Details of Work in 

September  are available on the project website 

: transport.nsw.gov.au/mountousley. During the work 

traffic control, changed traffic conditions, lane and road 

closures and reduced speed limits will be in place. Road 

users are advised to drive to the conditions and follow 

detours and the directions of signs and traffic control.  

Electronic message signs and livetraffic.com will 

advertise road closure dates in advance and any changes 

to dates due to weather impacts. In September, night 

work will, at times, be carried out between 7pm and 

6am, Mondays to Thursdays, from Monday 1 

September to Tuesday 30 September, weather 

permitting. We will not work more than two 

consecutive nights in the same area.  

3 Mt Ousley Road Intersections:  

http://transport.nsw.gov.au/mountousley
http://livetraffic.com/
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Discussions are continuing with representatives of 

TfNSW, Council and community groups  traffic 

facilities in Mt Ousley Road and at the Princes Highway 

intersection (both TfNSW roads) - in particular walking 

and cycling access between the schools south of Mt 

Ousley Road and to the north. 

 4 More trucks on Mount Ousley? 

On 27 August a Mercury article included that 

Wollongong could be lumped with the lion’s share of an 

extra 226,000 truck movements each year, opponents of 

the closure of Glebe Island Port in Sydney say. A 

proposal to close the port and develop it for housing as 

part of the Bays West precinct is being considered by 

the NSW Government.  

 

The port handles much of the materials for the 

construction industry in Sydney, including cement and 

gypsum, as well as sugar for the food and beverage 

industry, materials for the construction industry in 

Sydney, including cement and gypsum, as well as sugar 

for the food and beverage industry. 

 

In May 2024 a submission to NSW freight reform by 

the Port Authority of NSW said if  Glebe Island Port 

was closed it would result in 226,000 truck movements 

per year lumped onto “key regional roads”;. The 

Working Port lobby group says most of these could 

become trips to and from Port Kembla. 

 

 

 

8.4 Cinema 

No city the size of Wollongong in the world is without a 

cinema in its central area. 

   

Recommendation 

That Council be requested, as a matter of priority and urgency, 

to make every effort to secure a cinema complex for the heart 

of the city provide an update on progress. 

 

 

 

   8.5 Metropolitan Coal Mine Modification 

    This State Significant Development was raised in Council on 

25 August 2025 when it considered a Councillor’s Notice of 

Motion with a 7-page supporting report which recommended 

that Council: 
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1.  Writes to the NSW Department of Planning, Housing 

and Infrastructure to object to the proposed 

Metropolitan Coal Mine Modification 4 Longwall 317 

and 318 Modification(MP08_0149-Mod-4 

‘Modification’) noting that the deadline for written 

submissions is 26August 2025, and 

2.  Writes to the NSW Planning Minister asking that he 

refers determination of this Modification project to the 

Independent Planning Commission (IPC) for a public 

meeting and determination to enhance transparency and 

accountability in decision-making. This would 

also be consistent with stated NSW government policy 

supporting independent assessment of all resources 

projects.” 

 

The main points of objection included re detrimental climate 

impacts re GHG, impacts on Sydney and Illawarra drinking 

water quantity &amp; quality, destruction of Aboriginal sites 

and landscape, destruction of fragile ecosystems, impacts on 

biodiversity and species,  Inconsistent with Council’s Goals, 

inconsistent with genuine sustainability or real action on 

climate change, contravenes Council’s  LEP 

C2 Environmental Conservation Zoning objectives, and 

contravenes Labor election promises and policy statements. 

 

There was considerable discussion, including that Council staff 

were making a submission, but details were not available due to 

time constraints,. The motion was defeated 

 

 

   8.6 Stuart Park: 

At the August meeting a member submitted correspondence 

about the draft Wollongong Foreshore Plan of Management, 

specifically commercial uses in Stuart Park, and it was agreed 

to discuss the issue at this meeting 

 

 

   8.7 Building Commission NSW 

In 2023, the NSW Government launched Building Commission 

NSW, the state’s first dedicated building and construction 

regulator covering: 

• home building licence holders 

• tradespeople 

• registered design and building practitioners 

• professional engineers 

• certifiers. 
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The Building Commission NSW is leading reform and 

rebuilding capability and trust in the construction sector.  It is  

responsible for ensuring safety, quality, and accountability 

across the residential construction industry. 

It includes more than 400 experienced staff, brought together 

from NSW Fair Trading and the Office of the Building 

Commissioner, who are committed to raising standards and 

delivering quality, defect-free buildings. They believe 

consumers deserve to rely on their statutory warranties, and 

take a firm stand against non-compliant or unlicenced work. 

Their regulatory responsibilities cover all buildings in which 

people live.  Their key responsibilities, include: 

• licensing 

• complaints 

• compliance 

• investigation and enforcement. 

The Building Commission has found a number of problems 

sites within the City of Wollongong, particularly in high rise 

buildings, and is in the process of trying to resolve these.  .A 

presentation is to be made to the October meeting. 

 

 

9  Planning 9.1 Please note that whilst these reviews, and the 

recommendations based on it has been prepared with all due 

care and objectivity, no legal responsibility is accepted for 

errors, omissions or inadvertent misrepresentations, nor for any 

outcomes which might result from the assessments.   As these 

reviews have only been made with the information available, 

members are encouraged to make their own submissions with 

any additional comments to the Secretary well before the 

closing date. 

 

9.2.  DA-2024/510 47 units, 12 stories 17-19 Gladstone Ave W’gong 

10th Sept 
 

This is a proposal to add 12 units (8 

affordable) and 3 stories to an existing 

Land and Environment Court approval  

for a development to which we 

objected, and Council refused. Despite 

the new State concessions it makes the 

non-compliance with setbacks even 

worse. 

 
 

   Recommendation 

That a submission of objection be lodged. 
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9.3 DA-2025/594 Dual Occ 60 McKenzie Ave W’gong 

9th Sept 

This is a proposal to build a 

second house behind that 

existing.   It seems to 

comply with all Council 

requirements and our 

Locality Plan for 

Mangerton 

Recommendation 

That a submission of support, subject to the planting of two 

street trees, be lodged. 

9.4 DA-2025/598 Dual Occ 22 Dallas St Keiraville 

11th Sept 

This is a proposal to build a two -

storey attached dual occupancy in a 

street with a mixture of 1,2 and 3 

storey houses. There are some very 

minor infringements of setbacks and 

width of garages but otherwise 

seems to comply with other Council 

requirements and with our Locality 

Plan for Keiraville 

Recommendation 

That a submission of support be lodged. 
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9.4 DA Determinations 

24/87 

complies 

N.W’gong 39-41 Montague St 16 warehouse 

units 

Support Approved 

24/96 

complies 

Keiraville 74 Grey St. Dual Occ Support Withdrawn 

24/100 

faulty 

Figtree 4A Arter Ave. 13 dwellings Object Withdrawn 

24/162 

complies 

W. 

W’gong 

473 Crown St 7 affordable 

units + facility 

Support Approved 

24/181 

complies 

Mt Keira Mt Keira Road Archery 

clubhouse 

Support Approved 

24/207 

faulty 

N. 

W’gong 

26-30 Ajax Ave 12 houses Support Refused 

24/210 

faulty 

W’gong 41-47 Denison St 17 stories, 75 

units 

Support Refused 

24/290 

complies 

W’gong 2 Auburn St Dog day care Support Approved 

24/436 

complies 

W’gong 55 Corrimal St 

5 Georges Place 

6 stories 

11 units 

Support Approved 

Panel 

24/476 

faulty 

W’gong 264-6 Kenny St 19 stories, 

113 units 

Object Deemed 

refusal 

24/477 

faulty 

W. 

W’gong 

33 Parsons St.  3 houses Object Refused 

24/538 

complies 

W’gong 65 Gladstone Ave Dual Occ Support Approved 

24/599 

faulty 

W’gong 109-115 Church St 9 stories, 45 

units 

Object Approved 

24/574 

complies 

Coniston 47 Robertson St Dual Occ Support Approved 

24/608 

faulty 

W’gong Keira and Kenny 

Sts 

14 stories, 116 

units 

Object Withdrawn 

24/776 

faulty 

W’gong 14 Finlayson St Dual Occ Support Approved 

24/788 

faulty 

Keiraville 19 Rose St Dual Occ Object Approved 

24/860 

faulty 

Keiraville 13 Braeside Ave Dual Occ Support Withdrawn 

24/722 

faulty 

W’gong 49 Mangerton Rd Dual Occ Not to 

object 

Approved 

24/796 

faulty 

Figtree 14 Mallangong 

Close 

Dual Occ Support Approved 

24/803 

faulty 

W’gong 34 Evans St Dual Occ Support Approved 

24/812 

faulty 

Gwynnevi

lle 

26 Crawford Ave Dual Occ Support Approved 

25/131 

faulty 

W’gong 89 Evans St Dual Occ Noted Refused 
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Not yet determined 

23/765 

faulty 

W’gong 1-3 Stewart St 13 stories, 27 units Object 

23/945 

complies 

W’gong 98-104 Gipps St 5 storey commercial Support 

24/510 

faulty 

W’gong 17-19 Gladstone Ave 47 units, 12 stories Object 

24/708 

faulty 

W.W’gong 93 Robsons Rd 10 Co-living rooms Support 

24/875 

faulty 

W’gong 94-102 Kembla St 58 units,7 stories Support 

25/79 

complies 

Keiraville 35 Bulwarra St Dual Occ Support 

25/139 

faulty 

W’gong 15 Marr St Extra 6 units, 2 stories Object 

25/162 

complies 

Gwynnevill

e 

222 Gipps Road Dual Occ Support 

25/454 

complies 

Coniston 57 Robertson St. Dual Occ Support 

25/466 

complies 

W’gong 23 Finlayson St. Warehouse Object 

25/472 

complies 

Figtree 79 Belleview Rd, Dual Occ Support 

25/477 

complies 

Gwynnevill

e 

5 Acacia Ave Dual Occ Support 

25/510 

faulty 

W’gong 17-19 Gladstone Ave  Extra 3 stories, 12units, 

8 affordable 

Object 

25/594 

complies 

W’gong 60 McKenzie Ave Dual Occ Support 

25/1226 W’gong 37-39 Burelli  St, Extra 19 units, 4 stories None 

General  10.1 

Business
Next Meeting 

 6.00pm Wednesday 1st October 2025 

Library Theatrette 

Presentation:      Matt Press and Hayden David from the NSW Building Commission, 

on the role Certifiers and implications of faults in High Rise Buildings 

Current active membership of Neighbourhood Forum 5 : 464  households 
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10 Snippets Urban Climate Walks 

The Urban Climate Walk methodology as a place-based, 

experimental approach designed to allow participants to 

observe climate interactions in situ. It provides an 

interdisciplinary, experiential lens for practitioners and 

academics to engage directly with urban climate systems, not 

through models or metrics, but lived experience.  

Participants can see how built form shapes environmental 

performance and reflect on how these dynamics are recognised 

– or overlooked – in existing frameworks and everyday

practice. The walk increases awareness of how built form

contributes to (or undermines), energy flows and ecological

function – not in isolation, but as part of our shared urban

system, and our right to clean and comfortable air.

As towns and cities continue to grow and climate risks 

intensify, resilience must be embedded into how we plan, 

design and invest in urban areas. Not just for compliance or 

efficiency, but for lasting environmental, spatial, and social 

performance. Because resilience cannot be retrofitted; it must 

be built into the very form of the city. 

Julie Fisher and Steven Evans 

Town and Country Planning Association (UK) 




