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ITEM 1 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF DRAFT WOLLONGONG LOCAL STRATEGIC PLANNING 
STATEMENT 

  
Council is required to prepare a Local Strategic Planning Statement to provide a 20-year land use 
planning vision for the City.  A draft Statement has been prepared which details many of Council’s 
adopted supporting documents and policy directions and identifies future actions.  It is recommended 
that Council endorse the draft Statement for a minimum 28-day exhibition period. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The draft Wollongong Local Strategic Planning Statement be publicly exhibited for a minimum period of 
28 days. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Wollongong Local Strategic Planning Statement 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

In March 2018, amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 introduced a new 
requirement for Council to prepare and make Local Strategic Planning Statements (LSPS).  Council is 
required to have its LSPS in place by 30 June 2020. 

An adopted LSPS will set out: 

• a 20-year vision for land use in the local area 

• the special characteristics which contribute to local identity 

• shared community values to be maintained and enhanced  

• how growth and change will be managed into the future 

In June 2018, the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) issued guidelines 
detailing how to prepare an LSPS. 

Once the LSPS is in place, it will shape future reviews of the Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 
2009, Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 and inform an ongoing program of land use planning 
projects and works.  It will also inform the review of Council’s Community Strategic Plan that is 
scheduled for 2021-22 (as part of the next Council term).  It will also be used to test the strategic merit of 
Planning Proposal requests. 

Council is required to load the adopted LSPS onto the DPIE portal by 30 June 2020. 

Under legislation the adopted LSPS must be reviewed at least every 7 years.  It is likely that the review 
of our adopted LSPS will occur sooner, as a new draft Illawarra Shoalhaven Regional Plan is in 
preparation and Council will be reviewing the Community Strategic Plan during the next Council term. 

Councillor Briefings occurred on 10 February 2020 and 14 April 2020 regarding preparation of the LSPS. 

PROPOSAL 

Council is fortunate to have adopted over 50 supporting documents that feed directly into the LSPS. For 
example the Economic Development Strategy, Heritage Strategy, Illawarra Escarpment Strategic 
Management Plan, Emission Reduction Target, Urban Greening Strategy, Creative Industries Strategy, 
Lake Illawarra Coastal Management Program and various Town Centre Plans.  Additional inputs include 
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draft documents that are currently being exhibited, such as the draft Wollongong City Centre – Planning 
Review and the draft Housing and Affordable Housing Options Paper. 

The LSPS draws on existing strategic priorities and programs to provide a single source document that 
sets out our approach to land use planning over the next 20 years, including the actions and outcomes 
we commit to. The Statement does not set any new strategic priorities for Council. 

The draft LSPS (Attachment 1) has six LGA wide themes: 

1 Jobs and Economic growth 

2 Housing for all 

3 Inclusive and connected communities 

4 Climate action and Resilience 

5 Protect the Natural Environment 

6 Enabling Infrastructure and Transport 

Jobs and Economic Growth 

Consistent with the Economic Development Strategy (2019), we will generate 10,500 local jobs over the 
next decade and in doing so will increase median incomes and target sectors aligned with our talent 
pool.  

We will also embrace opportunities presented by our City’s cultural and creative landscape and develop 
the Wollongong CBD into a global city. 

Our significant economic assets, including Port Kembla and the University of Wollongong will be 
supported and leveraged and our centres will function together to support economic growth within 
communities.  

To support these outcomes the Statement commits to the following strategic land use initiatives, over a 
10 year timeframe: 

• Finalise and implement the Wollongong City Centre Planning Review 

• Prepare and implement a Tourism Accommodation Review 

• Prepare a new Wollongong LGA Retail Centre Study  

• Continue the town centre planning program  

• Prepare a new Wollongong Employment Land Strategy 

• Develop a planning and policy framework to support the evening economy 

• Continue to acknowledge the importance of Port Kembla, UoW, TAFE, Wollongong Hospital  

Housing for All 

Wollongong LGA is expected to have an additional 46,000 people living here by 2036 (from 2016) which 
will require 23,800 more houses. 

As indicated in the draft Housing and Affordable Housing Options Paper, Wollongong is well placed to 
provide sufficient detached dwellings through the West Dapto, Tallawarra and northern part of 
Calderwood Urban Release Areas.  Medium and higher density dwellings are proposed to be provided in 
the Wollongong City Centre and other town centres.   

Our additional focus needs to be targeted at providing smaller dwellings and medium density housing in 
locations that have the right characteristics to support modest growth. Locations that have good access 
to public transport, activity nodes, services and that are relatively unconstrained will be considered. 
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Housing affordability continues to be an area of concern across the LGA and Council is already working 
on a range of solutions that can be used as a foundation for new initiatives.  

To address these priority areas, the Statement commits to the following strategic land use initiatives: 

• Exhibit the draft Housing and Affordable Housing Options Paper 

• Prepare the draft Housing Strategy that will focus on: 

- Increasing the diversity of housing stock by reviewing the suitability of existing 

neighbourhoods for a range of housing outcomes including medium density 

- Plan for future housing growth including: 

o Continuing to facilitate the development of endorsed release areas 

o Higher densities in and around the City centre and town centres 

o Review planning controls for constrained sites and locations 

- Increase the supply of affordable rental housing stock including the preparation of an 

Affordable Contributions Housing Scheme and working with NSW Land and Housing 

Corporation and Community Housing providers. 

• Preparing new Character statements for suburbs and key locations 

• Ongoing monitoring and reporting. 

Inclusive and Connected Communities 

Over the next 20 years, Wollongong will have a higher proportion of older residents and households 
make up of only one or two persons.  

A proportion of people also experience disadvantage as a result of unemployment, low incomes and 
other factors.  

As Wollongong grows and changes over the next two decades, it will be important that we create high 
amenity places that encourage people to connect and be supported. This will include a range of inputs 
such as high quality public areas, transport infrastructure (including active transport) and community and 
recreation facilities.   

Council already has an extensive range of strategies that focus on supporting healthy and connected 
communities including Creative Wollongong; Play Wollongong; Disability Inclusion Action Plan; Social 
Infrastructure Planning Framework; Heritage Strategy; Sportsground and Sporting facilities Strategy; 
Aging Plan; the Future of our Pools Strategy; Public Toilet Strategy; Public Art Strategy; and Town and 
Village Plans. These documents will continue to be monitored and revised as required. 

The draft Statement references this extensive body of strategies and commits to: 

• Continued allocation of Development Contribution funds to provide new and enhanced 
community infrastructure 

• Progress the draft Planning Proposal for Heritage Review stage 1 – updating the descriptions of 
existing heritage items 

• Progress the draft Planning Proposal for Heritage Review stage 2 – introduction of additional 
heritage items 

• Deliver agreed new community and recreational infrastructure, such as the Cringila Hills 
Recreation Master Plan & new Community Centres and libraries 

 



 Ordinary Meeting of Council 27 April 2020 12 

 

 

Climate Action and Resilience 

Climate change is a global issue that requires action at every level including but local councils. 
Wollongong City Council is committed to doing it’s part to address climate change and has declared a 
State of Climate Emergency. It is also a signatory to the Global Covenant of Mayors and a member of 
the Cities Power Partnership.  

In December 2019, Wollongong adopted emissions reductions targets: 

• Net zero emissions by 2030 for Council operations 

• Net zero emissions by 2050 for the city. 

To achieve these targets, Council will review its Sustainability Strategy and develop a new Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy and Emissions Reduction (Mitigation) Plan to guide our priorities and 
initiatives in this area. These documents will ensure that Council takes a whole of business approach to 
sustainability.  

The draft Statement supports climate action and resilience by recommitting to the following projects: 

• Prepare the Sustainable Wollongong 2030 Strategy 

• Prepare and exhibit Climate Change Adaptation Plan 

• Finalise and implement the Climate Change Mitigation Plan 

• Establish a Sustainability Governance Framework to ensure all aspects council business deliver 

sustainability outcomes  

Protect the Nature Environment 

Wollongong City Council has long had a significant commitment to protecting the natural environment 
that provides much of its identity as a City.  

The extensive range of existing strategies include Environment Sustainability Policy and Strategy; 
Illawarra Biodiversity Strategy; Urban Greening Strategy; flood studies and Floodplain Risk Management 
Plans; Riparian Corridor Management Study; Wollongong Coastal Zone Management Plan; and Lake 
Illawarra Coastal Management Program. 

Council also takes a responsible approach to the management of the Illawarra Escarpment and steep 
slopes and bush fire prone lands. 

The draft Statement supports this continued commitment and references in particular the following 
projects: 

• Finalise and implement the Lake Illawarra Coastal Management Program 

• Prepare an updated Biodiversity Strategy 

• Review the Wollongong Coastal Zone Management Plan 

• Review the Riparian Corridor Management Study and policy approach 

• Continue the preparation of updated Flood Studies and Floodplain Risk Management Studies and 

Plans, as scheduled. 

Enabling Infrastructure and Transport  

Wollongong needs a high quality transport network that connects us to Metro Sydney and international 
markets to fully realise our economic and employment potential. We need the State and Commonwealth 
Governments to invest appropriately in infrastructure that will support Wollongong’s contribution not only 
to the local community but to the broader economic landscape at a national scale.  
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In addition to this broader context, Wollongong also needs to focus on local infrastructure that will deliver 
the outcomes discussed throughout the Statement. This encompasses everything from roads to 
community facilities to smart infrastructure that will position us to be competitive in the decades to come.  

The draft Statement recognised this dual approach to infrastructure provision: 

• Advocate for State and regional infrastructure that will be a catalyst for economic growth and 

success such as: 

- Connections to South West Sydney, including the South West Illawarra Rail Link (SWIRL) 

- Reduced travel times to Sydney 

- Regional standard multi-purpose events venue 

- Green Bus funding 

- Regional infrastructure to support our regional urban release areas 

• Focus on the ongoing development and implementation of local infrastructure strategies and 

projects such as: 

- Preparation of draft Bike Plan 2020 

- Development of a City-wide Transport Strategy 

- Review the Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 

- Ongoing roll-out of infrastructure to support development of West Dapto 

Wards 

The draft LSPS also includes a chapter describing the key attributes of each Ward and key centres 
within the Wards.  All suburbs within the Wollongong LGA are different and have their own 
environmental setting, history, character, constraints and opportunities.  A one-size-fits-all approach is 
not appropriate. Many places have their own vision statement, strategies and action plans, prepared 
through the town and Village program.  The LSPS draws this information together. 

Ward 1 includes large areas of bushland conserved through Catchment Areas, National Parks and 
Conservation Areas.  

The Ward extends from the urban centres of Fairy Meadow and Corrimal up to the more constrained 
communities dotted on along the narrow coastal strip north of Thirroul.  

Planning in this area can be challenging as a result of the strong market demand for housing and 
development which may not be appropriate for some areas given congestion and capacity constraints. 
There is however, strong potential for growth and economic activity in the larger centres such as 
Corrimal and Fairy Meadow 

Ward 2 is the focus for much of the City’s economic potential being home to the University of 
Wollongong, Wollongong tertiary institutions, Wollongong Hospital and Wollongong City Centre.  

This area will continue to experience significant growth and change over the coming decades through a 
transformed city centre and incremental development in areas close to shops, transport and activity 
nodes.  

Other communities that are well serviced by suburban facilities including Figtree and Unanderra. 

Ward 3 is located to the south of the City where the coastal plain is at its widest. It includes regionally 
important assets including West Lake Illawarra Release Areas, Lake Illawarra, the Port Kembla industrial 
complex and the port of Port Kembla. These assets will continue to be carefully planned for and 
managed to ensure the successful delivery of housing, economic growth and environmental health.  
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Communities that are well serviced with high quality centres include Dapto and Wollongong.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The development of the draft LSPS has relied on the extensive community engagement undertaken as 
part of the development of Council’s supporting documents.   

If endorsed, the draft LSPS will be publicly exhibited for a minimum period of 28 days, and the issues 
raised in submissions reported to Council for consideration in the final statement. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

The draft Local Strategic Planning Statement contributes to the delivery of all Our Wollongong 2028 
Goals.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.3.2 Manage visual and urban amenity 
resulting from urban development 
particularly in the CBD and areas with 
medium to high density  

1.3.2.2 Mitigate the impact of 
development on the natural 
environment and visual amenity of 
our open spaces and urban areas 

Prepare a Local Strategic Planning 
Statement for the Local Government 
Area 

 

Through the LSPS, Council will show how our vision gives effect to the current Illawarra Shoalhaven 
Regional Plan, based on local characteristics and opportunities and our Community Strategic Plan.  It 
will shape how the Local Environmental Plan and Development Control Plan evolve over time and 
identify where further strategic planning efforts may be needed.  The adopted LSPS will have relevance 
to all six of the Community Goals within the Community Strategic Plan. 

The draft LSPS was drafted prior to the COVID-19 outbreak.  COVID-19 has resulted in a changes to 
economic conditions, higher unemployment, closure of shops, increase demand on the health system, 
working from home and social distancing.  It is hoped that the COVID-19 pandemic will be a short-term 
issue, although it may take a while for economic conditions to return to the pre-COVID-19 conditions.  
The final LSPS will be a 20 year plan, to be updated at least every 7 years, and can accommodate short-
term disruptions. 

CONCLUSION 

The LSPS provides the opportunity for Council and the community to describe a 20-year land use 
planning vision for the City.  It is recommended that the draft LSPS be publicly exhibited for a minimum 
period of 28-days to enable community input. 
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