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ITEM 3 PUBLIC EXHIBITION - AMENDMENT TO DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN CHAPTER 
D16 WEST DAPTO RELEASE AREA - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REVIEW 

  
The West Dapto Vision 2018 was adopted by Council on 10 December 2018 and includes, as an 
implementation action, review of controls in Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 (DCP 2009) for 
the release area.  
On 9 December 2019, Council adopted changes to Chapter B2 - Subdivision and Chapter D16 - West 
Dapto Release Area of DCP 2009. Council also resolved to further review Sections 14 and 15 in Chapter 
D16. This report outlines the changes proposed following review of Chapter D16. 
It is recommended that Council endorse further draft amendments to Chapter D16: West Dapto Release 
Area for public exhibition, support the preparation of the Neighbourhood Planning procedure, support 
staff commencing work on an amendment to clause 6.2(3) of the Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 
(WLEP) 2009, and investigate funding opportunities for Council to lead Neighbourhood Plan preparation 
for priority Neighbourhoods.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 The amended draft Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter D16: West Dapto Release 

Area be endorsed for public exhibition. 
2 A Neighbourhood Planning Procedure be prepared and publish on Council’s website. 
3 Funding opportunities be investigated to allow for Council led Neighbourhood Planning of Priority 

Neighbourhoods.  
4 Work commence on an amendment to Clause 6.2 (3) of Wollongong Local Environmental Plan, 

2009 to make specific refence to heritage conservation and conceptual bulk earthworks. Once Local 
Planning Panel advice has been sought staff return to Council to obtain support to seek gateway 
determination allowing Council to proceed to public exhibition.  

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Existing Neighbourhood Planning Boundary Map - Figure 17 
2  Draft Wollongong DCP 2009 - Chapter D16 West Dapto Release Area 
3  UDIA and PCA submission 
  
 

BACKGROUND 
Clause 6.2 (2) of the WLEP 2009 provides that - 

Development consent must not be granted for development on land in an urban release area unless 
a development control plan that provides for the matters specified in subclause (3) has been 
prepared for the land.  

The clause aims to ensure that development occurs in a logical and cost-effective manner, in 
accordance with a staging plan. Traditionally, Neighbourhood Planning is the preferred approach of 
Council to meet the requirement of Clause 6.2(2) of the WLEP 2009.  
West Dapto is the region’s largest urban release area. Part D of DCP 2009 – D16 West Dapto Release 
Area commenced in December of 2010. It outlines the key requirements for planning and guidance for 
development of the release area. Section 14 of Chapter D16 details the Neighbourhood Planning 
process that Council has relied on to meet the requirement of Clause 6.2(2) of the WLEP.  
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Neighbourhood Planning is an important step in delivering quality development in greenfield areas. It 
allows developers, landowners, and Council to work together to achieve more cohesive and better 
functioning suburbs. The costs of infrastructure can also be shared across multiple development sites, 
and Council is able to provide site-specific guidance around layouts and high-level foresight of future 
development forms. Summarily, once land has been rezoned, a Neighbourhood Plan guides the detail 
needed for a subdivision development application. 
Since the rezoning of the release area in 2010, twelve (12) Neighbourhood Plans have been adopted 
into Chapter D16 of the DCP 2009. Council is currently assessing eight (8) proposed Neighbourhood 
Plans. Figure 17 from Chapter D16 identified defined neighbourhoods within the release area 
(Attachment 1).    
Council adopted a revised West Dapto Vision, in December 2018. The document includes a vision 
statement and eight (8) key principles relating to transport, water management, conservation, open 
space, community facilities, town centres, housing, and employment. A detailed review of the DCP 
provisions was identified as part of the next step in implementing the principles in the West Dapto Vision.  

The DCP review process commenced in 2019 and highlighted several consistency issues between 
Chapters D16 West Dapto Release Area and B2 Residential Subdivision. Based on a working 
knowledge and stakeholder feedback gained over 10 years of planning and development at West Dapto, 
several improvement opportunities were identified. This included a review of the existing Neighbourhood 
Planning process. A number of amendments to the DCP were proposed, exhibited and subsequently 
adopted by Council on 9 December 2019.  Council also resolved that -  
4 Staff further review Section 14 and 15 in the Draft DCP Chapter D16: West Dapto Release Area 

relating to precinct planning (neighbourhood planning) and that this review return to Council for 
authorisation to progress to public exhibition. 

Staff have continued to engage with the development industry since the December 2019 resolution. 
Details of all consultation including and since 2019 is provided under the Consultation and 
Communication heading of this report.   

PROPOSAL 
At the time of the 2019 review of the West Dapto Neighbourhood Planning process, a Precinct Planning 
concept was considered. Staff consider the intent of Precinct Planning can be achieved through the 
existing Neighbourhood Planning process, subject to a number of revisions. As a result, this proposal 
refers to Neighbourhood Planning and no longer refers to the term Precinct Planning.  
In summary, the proposal includes - 

• Revisions to the Neighbourhood Planning process as outlined in draft Chapter D16 of DCP 2009 to 
make it clear that Neighbourhood Planning is the preferred approach to implement the requirements 
of Clause 6.2 of WLEP 2009.  

• Identify clear process steps and target timeframes for the Neighbourhood Planning process as well 
as develop procedures to guide Neighbourhood Planning and Concept Development Application 
assessments. The procedures would be developed in liaison with all relevant Council staff involved in 
the Neighbourhood Planning and Development Assessment process and would be published on 
Council’s website.  

• Acknowledge in Chapter D16 of DCP 2009 that Concept Development Applications are also an 
option to meet the requirement of Clause 6.2 of WLEP, noting that expectations of the scale, 
requirements and matters to be addressed will be the same as those of the Neighbourhood Planning 
process. However, this option is not preferred.  

• Staff investigate funding opportunities for Council led Neighbourhood Planning. Council led 
Neighbourhood Planning would only commence following confirmed funding and following a further 
report to Council.  
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• Commence preparation of an amendment to Clause 6.2(3) of WLEP 2009 by adding a specific 
reference to concept bulk earthworks and heritage conservation as a site specific DCP requirement.  

• Other minor textual edits to improve readability of Chapter D16 of DCP 2009.  

Proposed revisions to Section 14, Chapter D16, DCP 2009 - 
It is important to note that there are clear expectations set by Clause 6.2 of WLEP 2009 for site specific 
DCPs within the release area. Staff are proposing additional and revised provisions in Section 14 of 
Chapter D16, DCP 2009 to provide more certainty for applicants and assessment staff regarding 
Neighbourhood Plan requirements and that Neighbourhood Planning is Council’s preferred approach to 
meeting the requirements of Clause 6.2 of WLEP 2009. Section 14 – Neighbourhood Plans of Chapter 
D16 has been significantly re-written and expanded to achieve this. As a result, the entire Section has 
been replaced in the amendments proposed at Attachment 2.  
 
What level of information needed to inform Neighbourhood Planning is often a point of conjecture. 
Council staff consider it preferable to resolve as many issues as possible, such as land reshaping (cut 
and fill) and heritage at the Neighbourhood Planning level. Resolution of these matters provides certainty 
for developers and future owners, that land rezoned as residential can achieve the expected density, and 
conversely that significantly constrained land cannot, prior to development application preparation and 
assessment.  
Staff have recently been requesting this level of detail from Neighbourhood Planning applicants. 
However, land owners and developers are critical because the preparation of these detailed reports can 
be costly and time consuming. The added expense, at a relatively early stage in the planning process, is 
not supported by industry because there is no guarantee of urban density, to allow developers to recoup 
those added costs in the future. However, the level of detail requested helps to shape appropriate 
densities and future urban landform more accurately and facilitates better outcomes for future 
communities. 
It should be noted that Section 15 of Chapter D16 relates specifically to DA requirements. Some minor 
additional clarity within this section is also proposed at Attachment 2.  
Proposed Neighbourhood Planning pathway steps and timeframe considerations - 
The current Neighbourhood Planning process at West Dapto has an uncertain timeline and can stretch 
beyond 12 months from lodgement to finalisation. Staff propose to introduce clear guiding steps to the 
Neighbourhood Planning Process at Section 14.2.3 of Chapter D16 and further clarified through a 
Neighbourhood Planning procedure to be published on Council’s website. 
The guiding steps and supporting timeframes will provide more project planning certainty for applicants 
and staff. The timeframes will clarify, for example, the expected reasonable time within which 
assessments will be undertaken by council staff, or the expected reasonable time that applicants should 
be able to provide updated information to resolve issues. The timeframes would be provided to 
applicants at the Pre-lodgement stage.  
The key steps of the Neighbourhood Planning Process and relevant guiding timeframes are as follows - 

• Pre-lodgement meeting – Required for all proposed Neighbourhood Plans. Where an applicant does 
not have a pre-lodgement meeting the following guiding timeframes would not be achieved.  

• Neighbourhood Plan Lodgement – An Assessment Fee payable on lodgement and application form 
minimum requirements met. Council 14 day application processing time. The application will be 
rejected if deemed inadequate by Council staff during the application processing time.   

• 4 month assessment period - (longer where a concurrent Planning Proposal has been submitted) – 
Commences first day after application processing time. The time frame includes internal referrals, 
staff request for additional information and response by applicant (timeframe allows for only one 
request for additional information). All applicant responses to a request for information are to be 
made in full within 21 days.  
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At the end of the assessment period, a report to full Council is required to be prepared  
recommending – 
 Exhibition 
 Rejection 
 Or other resolution as determined by Council 
External agency and service provider referrals are recommended during this assessment period.  

• Exhibition - Two weeks are needed to allow staff to make exhibition arrangements following Council 
resolution. Minimum 28 day exhibition.   

• 4 month post exhibition period - The post exhibition period starts the day after exhibition ends. This 
step includes post exhibition request for additional information from the applicant and the resolution 
of external referral issues raised.  
At the end of the period a report to Council is to be prepared recommending – 
 Adoption into DCP. 
 Rejection. 
 Or other resolution as determined by Council. 

The total guiding assessment period, from lodgement date to post exhibition report to Council is 12 
months. The total timeframe may be longer where a concurrent Planning Proposal has been lodged by 
the applicant as the planning proposal process is subject to the State’s legislative requirements.   
It should also be noted that timeframes may change during special circumstances such as school/public 
holiday periods, or other events that may require a reasonable extension or as determined by a Council 
resolution.  
Revised Figure 17 Defined Neighbourhoods 
The staff review has resulted in proposed refinement of Figure 17 Defined Neighbourhoods of Chapter 
D16. The refinement has attempted to improve alignment of Neighbourhood Plan boundaries with water 
sub-catchments, ownership, topography, and constraints more accurately. Ownership or lot specific 
based Neighbourhood Plans would not achieve Neighbourhood based outcomes. 
The revised figure also covers the whole release area and some of the smaller adopted Neighbourhood 
Plans have been incorporated into larger defined areas. Where needed, new identification names have 
also been introduced to the figure.  
Transitional arrangements have been incorporated into draft Chapter D16 to clarify that the adopted 
Neighbourhood areas remain current. However, the intent is that as Neighbourhood Planning 
progresses, that amendments will be made to incorporate the new areas. The Adopted Neighbourhood 
Plans table (now in Section 14.5) has also been updated and lists the old and new names to avoid 
confusion.  
Concept Development Applications (CDAs) and Clause 6.2 of WLEP 2009 
Traditionally, Neighbourhood Planning is the preferred approach of Council to meet the requirement of 
Clauses 6.1(2) and 6.2(2) of the WLEP 2009. The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA), in 
their submission on 2019 Neighbourhood Planning review, suggested that Council should promote 
Concept Development Applications (CDA) as an assessment pathway. 
Division 4.4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) defines a concept 
development application (CDA) as a - 

development application that sets out concept proposals for the development of a site, and for which 
detailed proposals for the site or for separate parts of the site are to be the subject of a subsequent 
development application or applications.  

Council acknowledges that a CDA is a valid assessment pathway provided for under section 4.23 of the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) to satisfy the WLEP Clause 6.2 obligation. 
To be an affective strategic planning tool, that aligns with Council’s Neighbourhood Planning objectives, 
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CDAs will need to meet the defined neighbourhood scale. This scale is defined in the proposed 
amended Figure 17 in Chapter D16 (Attachment 1).  
Using a CDA to satisfy the obligations of Clause 6.2 of the WLEP relies on Council accurately 
determining the necessary local infrastructure, such as stormwater solutions, open space and 
community facilities, roads, town and village centre visions and roles etc. Some of this infrastructure will 
be beyond the Section S.7.11 Plan or Council infrastructure delivery planning across the release area. 
This is one of the reasons why staff have not actively promoted CDAs as the preferred option.  
During the Neighbourhood Planning review, Council proactively considered options to improve 
efficiencies and undertook concurrent Neighbourhood Plan and subdivision development assessments 
on request of applicants. However, this approach created confusion and uncertainty, and significant 
delays to the development assessment timeline as Council cannot determine the DA until the 
Neighbourhood Plan is adopted. Therefore, concurrent CDA and first stage subdivision applications, 
where the CDA is being used to meet the intent of Clause. 6.2 of the WLEP 2009, are not supported or 
recommended as an outcome of the review. Staff also do not support any further concurrent 
Neighbourhood Plan and Subdivision development applications.  
Commence work to amend Clause 6.2 Development Control Plan, WLEP 2009 
Clause 6.2 of the WLEP 2009 provides that - 

Development consent must not be granted for development on land in an urban release area unless 
a development control plan that provides for the matters specified in subclause (3) has been 
prepared for the land.  

It aims to ensure that development occurs in a logical and cost-effective manner, in accordance with the 
staging plan. There are two pathways to meet the requirements of this clause as explained above: a 
Neighbourhood Plan or a Concept Development Application.  
Clause 6.2(3) of Wollongong Local Environmental Plan (WLEP) 2009 provides the legislative framework 
needed to ensure that sufficient detail is addressed early in the Neighbourhood Planning process and 
Concept Development Applications.  Staff propose to introduce concept bulk earthworks and heritage 
conservation as items that are important to be understood and assessed at the Neighbourhood Planning 
or the Concept Development Application stage. Addressing these issues early can pave the way for 
more efficient development assessment timeframes. 
Clause 6.2(4) WLEP 2009 
Clause 6.4(4) outlines circumstances where a site specific DCP is not required prior to development 
consent being granted including - 

6.4(4)(d) proposed development on land that is of a minor nature only, if the consent authority is of 
the opinion that the carrying out of the proposed development would be consistent with the 
objectives of the zone in which the land is situated 

Staff are supportive of subdivision applications (within the release area) being considered minor for the 
purposes of 6.4(4)(d). That is the applications could be assessed and determined before a 
Neighbourhood Plan has been adopted, but only where the subdivision is minor or paper-based, such as 
a two-lot subdivision. The subdivision must not increase dwelling entitlements or preclude a 
Neighbourhood Planning outcome. The specific merits of each proposal would be discussed in detail at a 
pre-lodgement meeting, and during the assessment of the relevant proposal. This will be explained in the 
proposed Neighbourhood Planning procedure.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Proposed revisions to the Neighbourhood Planning process were discussed in detail internally in early 
2019. Two internal workshops were held to understand challenges experienced during assessment and 
interpretation of the key West Dapto Release Area aspects of the DCP 2009.  
Subsequently, revised draft Chapter D16 and Chapter B2 were reported to Council on 22 July 2019. 
Following Council’s resolution at the 22 July 2019 meeting, notice was given in the local newspaper (The 
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Advertiser 31 July 2019) of the exhibition process from 2 August to 2 September 2019. The exhibition 
was available via two pages set up on haveyoursaywollongong.com.au and hard copies available at 
Wollongong Central Library, Dapto Library and the Administration building front counter. Submissions 
were accepted until 16 September 2019. There were several consultation activities conducted during this 
time, including briefings to Neighbourhood Forum 8 and specific stakeholder groups. A range of 
stakeholders provided comments and submissions. Council received 12 submissions to the draft DCPs. 
Following that exhibition process, proposed changes to the Neighbourhood Planning process were 
removed from the draft Chapter D16 to allow further review.  
The table below outlines a summary of issues raised in submissions relevant to the Neighbourhood 
Planning process from the 2019 exhibition. Staff again engaged with development industry groups to 
discuss the existing Neighbourhood Planning process on 22 April 2021. The informal consultation 
provided an opportunity for the industry groups, the Urban Development Institute of Australia, and 
Property Council, to provide staff with feedback on the existing Neighbourhood Planning process. The 
industry group subsequently provided a written issues paper on 14 May 2021 (Attachment 3) to staff 
which has been considered in the development of this Council report and the proposed amendments to 
Chapter D16 (Attachment 2). 

2019 Exhibition Themes Staff comment as part of current Review 
Chapter D16 Transitional 
arrangements for precinct 
planning  

Timeframes for transition were suggested by the development 
industry in submissions.  

Defining Precincts 
(Neighbourhoods) 

Staff understand that defining the right boundaries is a major 
challenge and that the success of ongoing neighbourhood planning 
relies on identifying appropriate scale. Ownership / lot specific based 
Neighbourhood Plans would not achieve Neighbourhood based 
outcomes. Staff have spent significant time identifying and refining 
the draft proposed neighbourhood boundaries.  

Scope of supporting information 
required in a Precinct Plan 
(Neighbourhood Plan) 

Staff are consistently providing detailed pre-lodgement meeting 
advice regarding the key issues required to be addressed in a NP 
application. This is in addition to the clear guidance provided via 
Clause 6.2 of WLEP 2009 and Sections 14 and 15 of Chapter D16 of 
DCP 2009. It should be noted that Section 15 of Chapter D16 relates 
specifically to DA requirements. Staff provide further clarification of 
any lodged Neighbourhood Plans, following initial assessment, via a 
consolidated request for additional information from applicants. The 
proposed DCP amendments at Attachment 2 include additional 
clarity to assist with Neighbourhood Plan preparations.   
Staff continue to recommend that all applicants seek pre-lodgement 
meetings prior to finalising Neighbourhood Plans. The proposed 
DCP amendments at Attachment 2 includes a provision to make pre-
lodgement meetings mandatory.    

Cut and fill strategy not 
supported by industry at 
Neighbourhood Plan stage 

Understanding conceptual bulk earthworks or cut and fill strategies at 
the Neighbourhood Planning stage allows the Neighbourhood to be 
more accurately planned and understood. This clarity would also 
result in process efficiencies at the DA stage. It is Council staff’s 
experience that cut and fill strategies can be a contention during DA 
assessment taking considerable time and resources of both parties 
to resolve.  

Landform modification is required 
for development 

The existing landform of West Dapto is valued. The 2018 adopted 
West Dapto Vision sets a vision that includes “communities will 
integrate the natural and cultural heritage of the area with the new 
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urban form”. Housing Principle 4 “Creating local amenity and a sense 
of place” in the Vision and Section 5 of Chapter D16 of the DCP 
2009 further outlines the existing landform value - “Encouraging and 
supporting housing design that responds to place. Creating site 
responsive built form and lot layouts that consider existing features, 
and landscape context, natural landform, and surrounding land 
uses”.   

 

2019 Exhibition Themes Staff comment as part of current Review 
 Section 5 of Chapter B2 Residential Subdivision of DCP 2009 has 

specific DA controls regarding topography and landform.  
Ensuring landform modification is understood and assessed at the 
Neighbourhood Planning stage will pave the way for more efficient 
development assessment timeframes. 

Increase higher order planning 
layers into D16.  

Sufficient planning layers are provided within the WLEP, Chapter 
D16 of DCP 2009 and the West Dapto Development Contributions 
Plan. 

Remove Neighbourhood 
Planning and require initial DAs 
to be Concept Applications  

Concept DAs would still need to address the requirements of Clause 
6.2 of WLEP 2009 and must be prepared at a Neighbourhood scale. 
Using a CDA to satisfy the obligations of Clause 6.2 of the WLEP. 
The proposed amendments at Attachment 2 acknowledge that CDAs 
are an option to meet Clause 6.2 WLEP obligations.  

May 2021 Development 
Industry Key Themes Staff comment 

Council lead Neighbourhood 
Planning and recoup cost from 
development through 
contributions 

Wollongong City Council has actively led planning at West Dapto for 
more than a decade including original 2007 Master Plan 
development and adoption, leading and funding the initial Local 
Environmental Study for the 5 stage release area which resulted in 
the rezoning of Stages 1 & 2 in 2010 and leading the significant 
planning process behind the rezoning of stage 5 in 2018.  
Staff will continue to look for opportunity to lead and coordinate 
planning at West Dapto including coordination of multiple 
stakeholder (developers / owners) in the Neighbourhood Planning 
process. It is acknowledged that currently this process is funded by 
the relevant lead developer or developers. Where funding 
opportunity presents staff will continue to seek opportunity to lead 
this process. Fees & charges, contributions mechanisms and grant 
opportunities will all continue to be explored as options.  
31 July 2020 – Council nominated 5 projects for SVPA funding 
including a request for $500,000 to be allocated for Neighbourhood 
Planning of priority precincts at West Dapto. Council would lead the 
neighbourhood planning if funding was made available. 
Reference has been made by the industry groups to the Shoalhaven 
City Council model as an example that Wollongong could consider. It 
is important to note that the scale of release area planning is 
different between the two Local Government Areas. Staff understand 
that DCP work undertaken by Shoalhaven Council has been funded 
by the Council and not recouped from development.   

Timeframes for Neighbourhood The proposed DCP amendments at Attachment 2 includes indicative 
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Plan assessment and uncertainty timeframes to guide the administrative aspects of Neighbourhood 
Plans providing more certainty for all stakeholders. In addition, this 
report identifies guiding assessment timeframes. More efficient 
timeframes can be achieved through a willingness by all parties 
(Council staff and applicants) to work more collaboratively on the 
Neighbourhood Planning process.  

Level of assessment NP v’s DA. 
Neighbourhood Planning process 
should deal with high level rather 
than detailed requirements and 
address precinct wide road and 
drainage networks only 

Staff agree that Neighbourhood Planning does not need the detail of 
DA assessment. However, the suggestion that Neighbourhood Plans 
address precinct wide road and drainage networks only is not 
consistent with the requirements of Clause 6.2 (3) of Wollongong 
LEP 2009. Clause 6.2 (3) sets out the requirements for site specific 
DCPs to be prepared prior to DA determinations. Council’s 
Neighbourhood process needs to meet the requirements of Clause 
6.2 (3) as a minimum. It is also important to note that Clause 6.2 (3) 
is a standard instrument clause.  
In addition, the context of each Neighbourhood Plan within West 
Dapto is different and therefore the key issues to be addressed for 
each neighbourhood may vary. Staff have proposed clear 
Neighbourhood Planning pathway steps in the amendments to 
Chapter D16 of the DCP as outlined in Attachment 2.  

Legal status of a Neighbourhood 
Plan 

Neighbourhood Plans form part of the Wollongong DCP chapter D16 
West Dapto Release Area and are used in the assessment of DAs. 

There are more efficient ways to 
achieve Council’s original 
Neighbourhood Planning intent 
such as Concept DAs 

Staff agree improved efficiencies can be achieved and are 
recommended in this report and through the proposed amendments 
at Attachment 2. Increased efficiencies can be achieved by Council 
and applicants working together. 

Neighbourhood Planning on 
property that developers do not 
own 

Property specific based Neighbourhood Plans would not achieve 
Neighbourhood based outcomes. Neighbourhood Planning allows 
issues to be considered on a Neighbourhood and, or catchment 
scale rather than a fragmented property approach.  
Neighbours considering joint constraints can achieve better interface 
design outcomes such as comparable fill levels, connecting road 
alignments & cross sections, efficient drainage solutions amongst 
other cross boundary benefits. 
Coordination of adjoining owners can be a difficult task and one 
which staff are willing to assist with. Staff also agree that reasonable 
approaches to cost sharing of landowners needs to be pursed. This 
requires ongoing consideration. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goals we value and protect our 
environment, we have an innovative and sustainable economy and we have affordable and accessible 
transport.  It specifically delivers on the following – 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.3 The sustainability of our urban 
environments is improved 

1.3.1.2 Develop planning controls 
and Town Centre and 
Neighbourhood Plans with 
regard to the economic, 
social and environmental 
impacts 

Continue the review of the West Dapto 
Land Release area including the 
Vision, Structure Plans and Local 
Infrastructure Plans 
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2.1.5 West Dapto urban growth is 
effectively managed to balance 
employment and population growth 

2.1.5.2  In collaboration with key 
agencies, facilitate the 
West Dapto Taskforce to 
deliver the first stages of 
the West Dapto Urban 
Release Area 

Continue to implement the 
Infrastructure Delivery Program to 
support the West Dapto Urban 
Release Area 

6.3 Provide connected and accessible 
places and spaces 

6.3.1.1 Plan and implement 
projects to improve 
connectivity 

Develop a Community focused Active 
Transport Program 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
The Wollongong DCP 2009 already includes Chapter A2 Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) 
which is applicable to the whole LGA and reflective of broader legislative setting. Amendments included 
in the draft Chapter D16: West Dapto Release Area do not detract from Chapter A2.  

RISK MANAGEMENT 
The draft DCP D16 aims to reduce the risk of undesirable development and poor-quality outcomes by 
promoting principles to communicate the outcomes Council would like to achieve for the release area, 
implementing the West Dapto Vision 2018. 
Any proposal for Council led Neighbourhood Planning as referred to in this report will only be pursued 
where there is no additional cost to Council.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The amendments to Chapter D16 West Dapto Release Area of Wollongong DCP as proposed by this 
report would have little to no financial implications to Council. The amendments aim to improve 
efficiencies in the assessment process which would result in reduced Council staff resource 
requirements for each neighbourhood.   
Council led Neighbourhood Planning would only occur where it is either subject to negotiation of 
appropriate fees with the land owners under our Fees and Charges policy or is funded from grants or 
other external opportunities.  
CONCLUSION 
Proposed revisions to the Neighbourhood Planning process were discussed in detail with Council staff in 
early 2019. A revised draft Chapter D16 and Chapter B2 were reported to Council on 22 July 2019 and 
endorsed for exhibition. Following exhibition, twelve submissions were received and the proposed 
changes to the Neighbourhood Planning process were removed from draft Chapter D16, to allow further 
review.  
Staff have continued reviewing the Neighbourhood Planning process and controls in Chapter D16, as 
outlined in this report. The amendments and initiatives proposed, including a procedure published on 
Council’s website, will improve the Neighbourhood Planning process and create greater certainty for 
developers, land owners and council.  Commencing work to amend Clause 6.2 (3) of the WLEP will also 
strengthen the Neighbourhood Planning outcomes at West Dapto.  

It is recommended that Council endorse further draft amendments to Chapter D16: West Dapto Release 
Area for public exhibition, support the preparation of the Neighbourhood Planning procedure, support 
staff commencing work on an amendment to clause 6.2(3) of the Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 
(WLEP) 2009, and investigate funding opportunities for Council to lead Neighbourhood Plan preparation 
for priority Neighbourhoods.  
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