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Item 9 Policy Review - Public Interest Disclosure Policy [Previously Internal Reporting Policy] 

File: GCS-80.06.02.01.022 Doc: IC19/574 

ITEM 9 
POLICY REVIEW - PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE POLICY [PREVIOUSLY INTERNAL 
REPORTING POLICY] 

  

As part of Council’s rolling three year Policy Review Program, the Internal Reporting Policy has been 
reviewed.  The policy has been renamed the Public Interest Disclosure Policy to provide clarity on the 
types of matters addressed within the policy and is attached for consideration and endorsement by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 The Internal Reporting Policy be renamed Public Interest Disclosure Policy. 

2 The Public Interest Disclosure Policy be adopted.   
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Todd Hopwood, Manager Governance and Customer Service  
Authorised by: Renee Campbell, Director Corporate Services - Connected + Engaged City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Public Interest Disclosures Policy [with tracked changes] 
2  Draft Public Interest Disclosures Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Public Interest Disclosures (PID) Act 1994 (the PID Act) prescribes a framework for the disclosure 
and investigation of suspected wrongdoing in the public sector.  Section 6D of the Act requires 
Wollongong City Council to have in place a policy and procedures for receiving, assessing and dealing 
with public interest disclosures (PIDs).  As prescribed by the PID Act, Council’s Internal Reporting Policy 
was developed in 2008, with due regard to the NSW Ombudsman’s guidelines and the model internal 
reporting policy for local government.   

PROPOSAL 

To provide clarity on the types of matters addressed within the policy, it is proposed the policy be titled 
the Public Interest Disclosure Policy. There are no substantive amendments proposed to the Policy, 
although a number of administrative changes have been proposed based on updates to relevant 
legislative instruments, and changes to the NSW Ombudsman’s process for dealing with public interest 
disclosures, as well as improving consistency of language and referencing within the document.  To 
assist with the identification of proposed administrative, legislative and referencing changes, a copy of 
the policy showing track changes has been provided. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal 4 “We are a connected and engaged 
community”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

4.3.1 Positive leadership and governance, 
values and culture are built upon 

4.3.1.1 Ensure appropriate 
strategies and systems are 
in place that support good 
corporate governance 

Ensure the implementation of 
mitigation strategies for 
fraud/corruption risks identified with 
immediate focus on the very high/high 
rated risks 
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CONCLUSION 

The revised Policy is drafted in accordance with the PID Act and consistent with NSW Ombudsman 
guidelines and is submitted to Council for endorsement. 
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