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File: PR-195.066 Doc: IC21/577 
ITEM 4 POST EXHIBITION - DRAFT KING GEORGE V PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
  
A draft recreation master plan for King George V Park was developed following preliminary community 
engagement in October to November 2020. Subsequently, the master plan was placed on public 
exhibition between 5 February 2021 and 5 March 2021 and a series of community engagement 
initiatives were undertaken seeking community feedback. Findings from this engagement phase have 
been incorporated in a refined master plan.  
This report now seeks Council’s adoption of the King George V Recreation Master Plan. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 The King George V Park Recreation Master Plan be adopted. 
2 The implementation plan be noted. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan Engagement Report March 2021 
2  Draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan 
  
 

BACKGROUND 
King George V Park is an iconic parcel of active and passive open space in Port Kembla. 
The lower portion of the park hosts a range of recreation activities including senior cricket ground, cricket 
training nets, football field, junior cricket ground, local playground, and two hard courts. The sports field 
park has recently undergone flood lighting, turf wicket and irrigation improvements, making it a popular 
training and competition facility for cricket and football players. 
The Port Kembla Cricket clubhouse is situated in the centre of the park on the western side of the cricket 
field. The modest building was constructed in the 1960’s, is ageing and does not provide contemporary 
gender equity or accessibility facilities. The park also provides limited storage space for sports and 
Council’s ground maintenance equipment. 
The existing playground is well utilised but primarily caters for younger children in the two to eight year 
age group. The playground is supported by carparking but lacks supporting amenities such as shade, 
picnic facilities, water refill stations and bike racks. 
Public toilet facilities are currently incorporated into the cricket clubhouse building, although there are 
currently no formal pathways to the amenities, with access from the playground, basketball court and 
carparks via informal grass tracks. 
To help assist in clarifying aspirations for the site a preliminary engagement phase ran from 13 October 
to 2 November 2020 where community members were invited to share their ideas about King George V 
Park; how they use it and how it can be improved as a sporting, social and green space. 
The findings of this engagement directly informed all aspects of the draft master plan. The resulting draft 
master plan was aspirational and included the following key elements: 

• expanded playground utilising topography of the hill 

• new skate path 

• new sporting amenities and parking 
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• upgrading the hardcourts with fencing to cater for other sports 

• proposed changes to the pool forecourt area 

• new contemporary art trail and terraced lookout 

• car parking 

• picnic facilities and seating 

• meadow/native grass planting on the sloped area of the hill. 

PROPOSAL 
Following the extensive community engagement process, several changes were made to the plan 
including: 

• Revision of skate path concept and inclusion of a notional skate facility adjacent to multi-sport area 
(basketball courts) 

• Overall reduction in the number of picnic shelters and barbecues shown on plans 

• Inclusion of a path hierarchy incorporating a secondary path network (constructed of decomposed 
granite or other natural material) replacing some concrete paths in the short-medium term 

• Replacement of the viewing area with a modest vantage area encompassing seating and integrated 
art 

• In the pool forecourt precinct, retain access for emergency services, utility service vehicles and surf 
boat storage area 

• Removal of the outdoor exercise circuit. 
Given the cultural significance of the study area, it is anticipated that the local Aboriginal community will 
play a key role in contributing to the detailed design and delivery of future upgraded and new facilities in 
the park as identified in the draft master plan. This will assist residents and visitors gain a deeper 
understanding of local Aboriginal history and continuing culture, ensuring it is a visible part of the built 
and natural environment. 
It is recommended that the revised draft King George V Recreation Master Plan be endorsed as the key 
reference point for future enhancement and activation of the precinct development. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Extensive community engagement supporting the development of the draft master plan occurred as part 
of the Port Kembla Revitalisation Plan and during Phase 1 of the draft recreation master plan in 2020. 
The Phase 1 engagement period for the draft recreation master plan ran from 13 October to 
2 November 2020. During Phase 1 residents were asked to share their ideas on a range of concepts for 
improving the park. Community engagement findings were collated in an Engagement Report, which has 
directly informed the draft master plan. An overview of the community feedback is as follows: 

• Culture and history 

• Amenities and connections 

• Greening and shade 

• Sport and recreation 

• Children, young people and families 

• Improving safety. 
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The aim of the 2021 engagement was to seek stakeholder and community views on nine key elements 
of the draft Recreation master plan. The engagement period for Phase 2 ran from 5 February to 
5 March 2021. The community was informed about the project through: 

• Multiple notices in the Illawarra Mercury 

• Media release on Council’s website 

• Email to previous participants and identified stakeholders 

• Posters displayed in some Wentworth Street Port Kembla businesses, Warrawong and Wollongong 
libraries 

• Posters emailed to local schools requesting it be included in their school newsletter 

• Facebook 

• Signs promoting the engagement placed around the park. 
Feedback was received from online survey, email and letters, and through face-to-face meetings 
including: 

• Sporting groups who use the park 

• People who live in the Port Kembla area 

• Aboriginal Elders and community members 

• Community groups (eg Bushcare volunteers) 

• Local school children. 
Key engagement findings were varied and indicate: 

• The proposed sporting amenities, car parking and the upgrading of hardcourts received the most 
support/highest levels of satisfaction. 

• The majority of submissions expressed satisfaction with the proposal to expand the playground, 
utilising the hill for a new adventure and natural play opportunities, and the proposed meadow/native 
grass planting. 

• Mixed support for the new contemporary art trail and terraced lookout, picnic facilities and seating 
due to the perceived duplication of the nearby viewing observation deck adjacent to the surf club. 
However, there was strong support for indigenous art in comments received. 

• Changes to the pool forecourt area were supported but with vehicular access for emergency service 
vehicles and surf club to access boat storage area. 

• The skate path was supported by local school children but on balance did not receive support 
through the online surveys, though many people qualified this by suggesting alternative locations 
including adjacent to basketball/hardcourt area. 

Other views raised in the submissions included that the plan was too busy; requests for only minimal 
changes or to leave the park as it is. Some residents thought the plan would attract more tourists and 
have negative impact on locals with extra crowding, noise, litter and traffic. 
Detailed findings of the community engagement are included in Attachment 1. 
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goal 5 – “We have a healthy community 
in a liveable city”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

5.1.4 Urban areas are created to provide a 
healthy and safe living environment 
for our community 

5.1.4.1Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Prepare a landscape masterplan for 
King George V Oval 

 5.1.4.1Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Pursue actions outlined in the 2017- 
2021 Sports Ground & Sporting 
Facilities Strategy 

 5.1.4.1Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Implement actions from the Port 
Kembla 2505 Revitalisation Strategy in 
accordance with the strategy 
implementation plan 

1.2.2 Government and community work 
together to mitigate the impacts of 
climate change on our environment 
and future generations 

1.2.2.1Our community is 
proactively engaged in a 
range of initiatives that 
improve the sustainability 
of our environment 

Deliver priority actions from the Urban 
Greening Strategy Implementation 
Plan 2017-21 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
The draft master plan has carefully considered the natural values of the site. All proposed initiatives 
utilise the existing site topography with the aim of avoiding extensive cut and fill exercises and 
maintenance of current landscape form. 
Existing bush regeneration areas will be maintained with targeted improvements to sightlines improving 
safety along key pedestrian paths. Where new infrastructure intersects with vegetation it is expected that 
integrated landscape outcomes are achieved enhancing both objectives. 
Proposed vegetation removal, if any, would be subject to an environmental assessment and future 
detailed designs of key aspects of the plan will need to consider Council’s Urban Greening Strategy. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Council is committed to ensuring that our recreation and open space assets are managed sustainably to 
facilitate the ongoing delivery of priority services for our community and visitors. It is Council’s intention 
to replace assets before they reach an unsatisfactory condition to ensure that identified service levels 
are met, service disruptions are minimised, and safety is maintained. 
The draft master plan envisages significant works that will provide new and upgraded recreational 
facilities, additional supporting amenities and extensive planting of native grasses. Future staged 
delivery of these works will be subject to citywide priorities with potential funding through Council’s 
annual planning process and external grant programs. In accordance with best practice approaches to 
asset management planning, Council will also need to consider whole of life costs supporting the 
proposed initiatives and provide appropriate resources to support planned maintenance and long-term 
renewal. 
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Project Inclusions Preliminary 
budgetary estimate** Programmed 

Note: These costs exclude whole of life operating costs.  The life cycle cost (LCC) is average cost to provide the service over the longest 
asset life cycle. It comprises annual maintenance and asset consumption expense, represented by depreciation expense. 

Shared path along 
Military Road 

Deliver a minimum 2.5m wide path 
along Military Road 

$700,000 budget 21/22 – 22/23 
(IDP) 

Vegetation 
management/ 
native grass 
planting 

Progressive implementation of native 
grass planting on steep sloped areas 
Maintenance of existing vegetation 
Pursue integrated urban greening 
initiatives 

$20,000 per annum 
funded operationally 

20/21 – 23/24 

New sporting 
amenities precinct 

A. $1.2M New gender-neutral 
sporting amenities, public 
amenities 

B. Circuit walking path around 
cricket field incorporating seats, 
bins etc  

C. New formalised carpark and 
pathway 

A. $1.2M 
B. $250,000 
C. $380,000 
TOTAL $1.83M  

Unfunded 

Multi sports area New hardcourt fencing, court 
resurfacing, seating and shelter 

$150,000 22/23 (IDP) 

New picnic facilities 
adjacent to 
playground 

New picnic shelters, picnic setting, 
barbecue, water refill station and bins 

$100,000 Unfunded 

Play precinct Expanded playground with 
embankment slides 

$500,000 Unfunded 

Path network Staged delivery of: 
A. Primary paths (1km of 1.2m wide 

concrete path), and  
B. Secondary paths (800m of 

gravel/mown grass) as generally 
shown on plans 

 
A. $430,000 
 
B. $120,000 

Unfunded 

Coastal viewing 
area 

Integrated seating area, paving, 
artwork, and signage 

$100,000 Unfunded 

Pool forecourt area Pedestrian friendly design maintaining 
emergency and service vehicle 
access 

TBD subject to further 
detailed design 

Unfunded 

Military Road and 
Cowper Street 

New parking arrangements, increased 
safety of pedestrians 

TBD subject to further 
detailed design 

Unfunded 

Integrated skate 
facility 

New skate facility sited near multi 
sports area 

TBD subject to further 
detailed design 

Unfunded 
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CONCLUSION 
The draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan focused on enhancing existing recreational 
opportunities and improving community access, engagement and usage of the popular park and 
surrounds. A comprehensive phased community engagement process has been undertaken with 
findings used to directly develop and refine the master plan. 
It is now recommended that the draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan be adopted. 
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