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Jelena Savija, or better known as “Baba Jela” - “Grandma Yella”- is 84 years old. She arrived 
in Australia in 1996 from the former Yugoslavia.

A devoted mother to five children, grandmother to eleven, and great grandmother to 
fourteen children.

Jelena survived World War II and the civil war in former Yugoslavia. She used to tell 
stories of hiding in the fields in World War II when her village was bombed. She couldn’t 
believe that the time would come when her grandchildren would have a similar fate.

Despite her children being separated on different sides of the world, Jelena’s spirit is 
immensely positive.

Jelena mastered the art of knitting when she was a little girl. She can knit with her eyes 
closed! The slippers she is knitting in the photos are called “Priglavke”. She used to sell them 
at the markets to help her family survive.

Jelena Savija
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