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ITEM 5 POST EXHIBITION - WOLLONGONG DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2009 CHAPTER 
E12: GEOTECHNICAL ASSESSMENT OF SLOPE INSTABILITY 

  
A review of Chapter E12 of the Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 identified the need to 
update the chapter to reflect current standards and provide greater clarity and guidance to planners, land 
developers and the community. On 15 March 2021, Council resolved to exhibit the draft Chapter E12: 
Geotechnical Assessment of Slope Instability for public comment.   
The draft document was exhibited from 27 March to 26 April 2021. Council received two (2) submissions 
as a result of the exhibition process. This report summaries issues raised in those submissions.  
It is recommended that Council adopt the amended Chapter E12: Geotechnical Assessment of Slope 
Instability. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter E12: Geotechnical Assessment of Slope Instability 
be adopted, and a notice be placed on Council’s website advising of its adoption. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Chapter E12: Geotechnical Assessment of Slope Instability 
  
 

BACKGROUND 
On 15 December 2009, Council endorsed the Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 (DCP). The 
DCP came into force on the 3 March 2010, following the commencement of the Wollongong Local 
Environmental Plan 2009. The DCP includes Chapter E12: Geotechnical Assessment of Slope 
Instability. This chapter of the DCP applies to certain lands that are known or suspected to be subject to 
slope instability. The Chapter outlines Council’s specific requirements for geotechnical investigation and 
assessment of development proposed on such lands to avoid the hazards caused by slope instability.  
A review of the Chapter E12 commenced in 2020.  As part of the review of Chapter E12, editorial 
amendments were drafted to provide clarity, maintain consistency with recent updates to the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and adjustments to Council’s indemnity and public 
liability insurance requirements. 
The review also examined the following forms used to administer the assessment of geotechnical related 
matters: 

- Form M11: Geotechnical Declaration and Verification of Development Application 
- Form M15: Geotechnical Declaration Remediation 
- Form M17: Geotechnical Declaration Final Certificates 

The review identified the forms M15 and M17 were made redundant with the introduction of the M11 
form. Minor amendments to Chapter E12 are required to reflect the introduction of the M11 form and the 
removal of forms M15 and M17. 
On 15 March 2021, Council considered a report on the review and resolved that - 
1 Draft Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter E12 Geotechnical Assessment of Slope 

Instability be exhibited for a period of 28 days. 
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2 Following the exhibition period, a report outlining the submissions received from the public exhibition 
process with recommendations regarding progression of the draft DCP amendments be prepared 
for Council’s consideration. 

The endorsed documents were exhibited from 27 March to 26 April 2021 and two (2) submissions were 
received. The response to those issues raised in submissions are outlined in the Consultation and 
Communication section of this report. 

PROPOSAL 
This report presents the main themes raised in submissions and provides a response to those matters. It 
is recommended that Council adopt the revised DCP chapter. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Following Council’s resolution, notice was given in the local newspapers including The Advertiser and 
Illawarra Mercury of exhibition of the draft DCP chapter. The draft DCP chapter was exhibited from 
27 March to 26 April 2021. The exhibition was made available through Council’s engagement website, 
our.wollongong.nsw.gov.au and hard copies at Council’s Libraries and Administration building Customer 
Service. Additionally, the operating Neighbourhood Forums were notified of the exhibition. 
The exhibition webpage was viewed 28 times, 14 documents were downloaded and two submissions 
provided which are summarised in the following table.  

Theme raised Council comment Action 
Development not appropriate 
in the Illawarra Escarpment 
due to increased risk to life 
and property 

A suite of planning documents control 
land use and development in the 
Illawarra Escarpment. This includes the; 
Illawarra-Shoalhaven Strategic Plan 
2015, Illawarra Strategic Management 
Plan 2015, Wollongong LEP 2009 and 
DCP Chapter B06 Development in the 
Illawarra Escarpment provide the legal 
framework and planning controls for 
development in the Illawarra 
Escarpment. Additionally, Council has 
DCP chapters that set development 
controls for land mapped as being 
affected by bushfire, flooding, riparian 
lands and vegetation. 

Noted – No further 
action required 

Development should not 
occur on slopes greater than 
45 degrees or with historic 
slope instability or flooding 
and should be rezoned for 
environmental and ecological 
purposes.  

The Chapter sets out the minimum 
requirements for the assessment of 
geotechnical site constraints based upon 
the Australian Geomechanics Society’s 
Practice Note Guidelines for Landslide 
Risk Management 2007 (AGS 2007) 
originally cited in Australian 
Geomechanics Vol 42 No 1 March 2007. 

The Chapter requires development that 
is potentially impacted by slope 
instability to be suitably assessed by an 
appropriately qualified consultant.  
The Illawarra Escarpment Management 
Plan 2015 identifies the environmental, 
cultural and economic values of the 

Noted – No further 
action required 
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Theme raised Council comment Action 
escarpment, defines the strategic 
direction for enhancing the escarpment 
values and outlines an action plan for 
Council to improve the escarpment. This 
includes management of the Illawarra 
Escarpment from a land use planning 
perspective to assess and limit 
geotechnical risk. 
The DCP also contains Chapters that 
address development impacted by 
flooding, stormwater and riparian lands. 

Development should not 
occur on slopes greater than 
40 degrees or with historic 
slope instability or flooding 
and should be rezoned for 
environmental and ecological 
purposes 

The comments above apply. Noted – No further 
action required 

In accordance with Council's 
recognition of global warming, 
the Illawarra Escarpment 
should be protected from 
future high density 
development 

Wollongong City Council adopted the 
Sustainable Wollongong 2030: A Climate 
Healthy City Strategy and the Climate 
Change Mitigation Plan 2020, which sets 
out Council’s commitment to reduce the 
impact on climate change through 
improved governance and emission 
reduction actions. 

Noted – No further 
action required 

 
The DCP chapter guides how Council assesses Development Applications on steep or constrained sites.  
The DCP chapter does not seek to encourage or discourage additional development in the Illawarra 
Escarpment or other constrained locations.  The zoning and planning controls in the Wollongong Local 
Environmental Plan 2009 guides the permissibility of land uses and development. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We value and protect our 
environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following – 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.3.1 Manage land uses to strengthen 
urban areas and improve connectivity 
to train stations and key 
transportation routes 

1.3.1.1 Impacts from development 
on the environment are 
assessed monitored and 
mitigated  

Assess new developments and 
planning proposals for environmental 
impacts 

RISK MANAGEMENT 
The draft DCP provides more clarity to Council, developers and the community regarding geotechnical 
assessment of slope instability. 
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CONCLUSION 
The draft Wollongong DCP Chapter E12: Geotechnical Assessment of Slope Instability has been 
reviewed following changes to NSW planning legislation and updates to Council’s forms and personal 
indemnity and public liability insurance adjustments. The draft Chapter has been formally exhibited. 
There were a range of issues raised through two submissions, which have been addressed in this report.  
It is recommended that Wollongong DCP Chapter E12: Geotechnical Assessment of Slope Instability be 
adopted, and a notice be placed on Council’s website advising of the adoption.  
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