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Item 1 Lake Illawarra Estuary Management Committee – Community Representations 

File: CST-080.04.012 Doc: IC19/723 

ITEM 1 
LAKE ILLAWARRA ESTUARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – COMMUNITY 
REPRESENTATIONS 

  

The community representatives and scientific advisor appointments to the Lake Illawarra Estuary 
Management Committee have now lapsed. 

As per the Terms of Reference the main function of the Committee is to oversee the development of a 
Coastal Management Program (CMP) for Lake Illawarra.  

The current representatives have expressed interest to continue in their current roles to progress 
finalisation of the CMP.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Re-appoint Annie Marlow and Wayne Cook as community representatives and Dr Kerrylee Rogers 
and Dr Brian Jones as independent scientific advisors on the Lake Illawarra Estuary Management 
Committee for the next term of the Committee (31 October 2020 or until the Coastal Management 
Program is certified, whatever occurs first). 

2 Adopt the amended Terms of Reference for the Lake Illawarra Estuary Management Committee. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Updated Terms of Reference 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Lake Illawarra Estuary Management Committee is a joint Committee of both Wollongong and 
Shellharbour City Councils. 

At its meeting on 29 October 2018, Wollongong City Council resolved followed a public selection process 
to appoint Annie Marlow and Wayne Cook as community representatives on the Lake Illawarra Estuary 
Management Committee for the next term of the Committee. Dr Kerrylee Rogers and Dr Brian Jones be 
appointed as the independent scientific advisors for the same term.  Based upon historical arrangements 
the term lapsed on 31 October 2019.  

At its meeting on 30 October 2018, Shellharbour City Council similarly resolved the appointment of 
community representatives and independent scientific advisors to the Lake Illawarra Estuary 
Management Committee, following a public selection process. 

It was anticipated at the time that development of a Coastal Management Program (CMP) for Lake 
Illawarra, would be completed before those terms expired. This has not been the case, resulting in an 
extension of time being granted for the project to mid-2020. 

The process of developing the CMP is a complex one. The current members of the Committee have 
considerable personal knowledge and skills which are required for the development process to be 
effective.  

The current representatives have expressed interest in re-appointment with the Committee 

Chairperson Cr Ann Martin. Their continuance until the CMP is certified or until 31 October 2020 
whatever occurs first will assist in maintaining continuity in the development of the CMP.  

The Terms of Reference for the Committee will require amendment to reflect the new term for the current 
appointments.  
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PROPOSAL 

That Council agree to re-appoint Annie Marlow and Wayne Cook as community representatives and Dr 
Kerrylee Rogers and Dr Brian Jones as independent scientific advisors on the Lake Illawarra Estuary 
Management Committee until 31 October 2020 or until the Coastal Management Program is certified, 
whatever occurs first. That Council agrees to adopt the amended Terms of Reference, reflecting the 
changed member term attached to this report. 

A similar report is being presented to Shellharbour City Council at their meeting to be held 17 December 
2019.  

It should be noted that the proposed appointment to 31 October 2020 coincides with next year’s Local 
Government elections.  

It is also intended to provide Council with a further report regarding the governance arrangements to 
best facilitate implementation of actions in the CMP post certification. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Members of the Committee expressed a strong desire to continue in their respective roles at the meeting 
held 13 November 2019. Cr Ann Martin and Cr Cath Blakey attended this meeting. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “Our natural Environment and 
Waterways are protected and enhanced”. 

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Manage and Effectively Improve the 
Cleanliness, Health and Biodiversity of Creeks, Lakes, Waterways and Oceans Service Plan 2018-19. 

If the proposal is not supported, then the development of the Lake Illawarra Coastal Management 
Program may be delayed as new committee members are appointed and skills and knowledge acquired. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

In accordance with Item 12 of the Terms of Reference of the Lake Illawarra Estuary Management 
Committee, there is no remuneration for members. There are no additional financial implications for 
Council. 

CONCLUSION 

Wollongong and Shellharbour City Councils rely upon the Lake Illawarra Estuary Management 
Committee to advise and assist with development of the Lake Illawarra CMP.  To facilitate continuation 
of this work, Council’s endorsement is sought for the appointment of the recommended applicants for the 
positions of community representative and independent scientific advisor. 
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